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"The, Group have concluded “that the path should “furn. rlght acrosS;

fto open land

LITTER BINS o LTI T o i

should be employea. A good example 1s shown An Figure 2, Exoes31ve e ¥

Walkers would leave the railway track at the south end of Marquis.lLane
and take the riverside route through Batford as far as Pickford Bridge
where they can rejoin the railway track .at- Waveney- Close. From here the
track contihues through “Westfield out” to" East Hyde._ s SR

At the south end thé’ Coun01l has nade s start on the walk by fen01ng

off a strip of river bank from Marquis Lane allotments. It oontlnues S
through the Playing Field to the footpath which' ‘links Station Hoad with .
Lower Luton-Road-but at this point it is not obvious how to get through

to Pickford Bridge. . After considering severel alternatives on, the. sp#ty
'”he
watersréss sireait and” then sharp ‘Leéft, “betiweon the o’ footbrldges,
the Scrub., Here it would meander interestingly and approach the’ ‘Lower ™
Luton Road allotments by the Natural causeway .between the river and
watercress bed. For the. rest.o ’;ts 1ength‘;t oould be hedged off from
the allotments untll reaching Plokford Brldge‘_f;, R

'\l'“

This route is literally "riverside" along, almost 1ts entlre length. wé,‘
have discussed it with the L,C.C.B. who agree in prlnclple.” ‘It has the
advantage of prov1d1ng un1mpeded 20CESE .= at present non-ex1stent —,for

which it pusses. Tt is hoped it would alsoé lead o & general 1mproﬁément
of these areas. Detailed suggestions are glvenuln the landscape propossls
in Section 3. h ,

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

EDGE TREATMENT & VERGES
Concrete kerbs have a very urban appearance and the.loss of natural grass
verges is unfortunate. - Other more appropriate methods of restrlotlng the -
movement and access of vehicles include granite setts, dltohes,xpegs of
stripped timber, logs as kerbs, ete, Places where-this ig of” partlcular
1mportance include Marquis. Lane where the widened road will be-adjacent -
“th no footpath (see p,rugraph 3.u.l) an@ on. the. .perimeter
) ; ﬁstle (See paragraph 3.B l))

. R §
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Litter blns shoulo be sited at potentlal .sources, ofxlltter suchras-carsy

vff:parks, plcnlc spots énd ‘play aleas, ‘Some s1t1ngs are suggested on the
“‘detailed plans. They ‘should bé groupod Wlth a tree _or. some other large

Object, which’ tends "to diminish them, Tather than dotted about at rendom,

which tends to empheslse shem, . Figure 1 shows g good modern; design: which
“has 2. rural oharacterf, A.lldvls essentlal and emptylng must be. regular.

CH ,but unfortunately 1t 1s used exten51vely
igh seourlty valueo, L 80 ) misg to. :
with' hedge plants so {hat the qppemrance 1s 1mproved w1thout loss o o
security. Wherever possible more tradltlonal, but not rustic, fen01ngw

fenclng i
where real” anger exlsts'but not otherw1se.»}”'
dlscussed 1n Sectlon 5 as they arlse.:fﬂfA T
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. s1de of the footpath.v

footpath on elther s1de should be banked up as descrlbed 1n 2 Be 2

Thé whole metalwork structure of pipe, twisted strip, angle iron, bracing
rods, chain link, etc. should be removed. and a completely new handrail
system constructed. A possible solution is illustrated in Drawing: No.3
Exce331ve and' uns1ght1y ‘cancrete-buttressing should beibroken:out.as
much “a8 possible’- (braclng rods -are not” nocessary -on: the-new des1gn) ‘80
that overhanglng plants can- -be intr oduced, mogs-gould also”be encouraged.
Remnants ofold- barbed wire, chain-link féncing and angle’ iron-supports
near the” lamp ‘post, in thée stream itseélf and-on-the Lower Iuton-Road side
‘ghould be' removed. - 'The new- bridge should be palnted in a- more sympathetlc
*BS 4-051 (Dark Green) . T T SO

[

Brldge 2 - over the main river on the Statlon Road /Iower Luton Road foot
paths

This brldge is a steel I beam construction overlald w1th tlmber.‘ L has
eléven:3"x . 3" angle iron-support posts oh either side at. approx1mately

45" ccntres.; These carry three: horizontal’ pipes: - The whole structiure®
above’ footpath level is palnted aluminiun and-is infilled with galvanlserq
wchain link:' Again: the-whole handrail system: should: be completely:removed
and replaced With a more attractive and safe de31gn. K pos31ble alternat1Ve
is: 111ustrated in Drawing Noefe. . - R A :
“The 3" x 6™-cross- planklng réquires attentlon'and it should -be- replaced
Whereznecessary.' ‘The 13" x 13" ‘top planks- do~hot: completely £111; the
space*betweenﬁﬁertlca1\supports. This should be remedied: to do. QW%J Wlth

- the - dengerous leg traps’ each’side. Eyce881ve concrete buttress1ng should

~be  brokeh- ot ahd: ‘planted as befores -
The suggested colour for the neW brldgc A BS 3 038 (Dark Brown)

Bctween Brldges l & 2° “*'T ’s" T RO St g

All chestnut fencing, pipework and concrete posts. should be removed. The
-dangerous’ drop- (max. 2'6") on either side of the path can be e11m1nated
by banklng up with earth at about 30 degrees to the horizontal. < Thig::
‘would -be*quickly’ grown’ over and melt into -the: landscapes - Tt- Would also
cover.-the - bare concrete retalnlng walls sceen from the open space on either

Approach to Brldge 2 from Tover Luton Road. . R ST
=.The bridge- ralllngs should stop ‘more closely to'the’ brldge 80" that the"
fen01ng isg: no more. obtrusive than necessary.ﬂeThe ground. adgacent to the

Brldge 3 - at the Crabtree Lane ford=
The bridge has concrete and wooden posts w1th metal plpes pa531ng through
to prov1de horlzontal bars.«f‘ T : ~f

3

At the southern end the concrete posts have two pipes- pass1ng through
and. form & long-lead-in on. the left which-protects’ pedestrians»from the
wide sweep.of the river. Where the river is at its deepest and there is
a sharp fall-away immediately behind the fencing chain 1ink: nettlng 1s
used ag’ infill, - This .should’ be. removed 'along with its: angle- 1ro' L
andia.third pipe fitted -in between.. ‘This-would ne””ss1tate drid:
" the concrete posts but would ‘not -alter: the tharacter of" the fenclng
while maintaining its effectiveness. In one of two places: the bank Wlll
need to be rebuilt to avoid leg traps at footpath level. - The shorter
“lead~in on the-.right hand’ side requires -the: same tredtment,” ‘Both.isides
could then be repainted white which would be a further aid to pedestrlans
at nlght and would allev1ate the derellct appearance of the«approach.

©)

T

P

®



On the brldge 1tself three'b;pes pass through vertlaal tlmber posts.'ii;::"

1andscape.~

I The Group have landsc pe proposals for prlvately owned propertles ad301n1ng
*.‘fi the Coun01l's~land but these are: not shown on the plans.3i- -

Ul "", 'i = . . i = s - : - : - - . - L
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3.4 PLAN A MARQUIS LANE “ALLOTHENTS & PLAYING\FIELD

Zehel ~ The west rlver bank ha, h~;natural country chdracter but ag it Wlll be
. uged mors and more thls naturalness Wlll ‘have to. ‘be malntalned by t
o 'management' f"m;now on.’ The thlckots which’ overhand the river.'
,alternatlng w1i Jgrassy banks where ohlldren can. flsh and play, llnked
ﬁ,by the’ pathway, can be g de most attr otlve.v '

3.4,2. 7 At the south’end the footpath fericed off from the allotments is, already
* 7 well trodden’ by the public. To encourage it to meander: as shown ‘on_the
plan and not, 19, follow a straight line along the feng 'as at present )
. some’ rough 1evelllng Wlll e’ necessary and hardcore;‘ottom needs to be
o built up ‘to takée a shlngle or open._ surface dres51ng of some klnd 0, prevent
mud pockets forming. It will néed mainienance from time +o° %ime but should

. never be made. formal w1th tarmao.

[

B.Afj“»pThe ex1st1ng th1ckets of thorn, elder ‘and. other bushes Which overhang the
: ;}lrlver should be carefully tended and addltlonal plantlng 1ntroduoed, to
» naturallse w1th them and relnforoe what, ‘already grows there by nature.
""The bottom branchos of the. bushes should e allowed to’ grow out naturally
fithout trimming. The’ ground oover - malnly grass - need not be. cle&nod
out under them except the nettless
Between the thickets are some patches of tall. grasses.; . These should be
allowed to grow: and oan be suoplemented bJ others but agaln the nettles
"need careful oleanlng out 0 that the grasses domlnate. The ereas of

,,,,,

regular 1ntervals to get rid of the nettles.

3iﬁ§4dj The footpath wili® need some levelllng and maklng up round the rece tly
planted groug of bat willows and birches and thése should be supplemented s
by plantlng suitable saplings to grow 1nto & small copse.i., ’

3.4s5 The publlo should be dlsoouraged from. walklng through the newly planted
“I T areass these can be protected by dr1V1ng in some larch, pole_,about three
: feet above ‘the’ ground Wlth a slngle strand of galvanlsed wire, atop.

3,446 . The ground on both gides. of the allotments fence should be .cleaned. out
ST and prepared. to take hedglng._ Thls will 0‘radually grow into the chaln3

“"1ink and conceal i, A mixed variety of hedging plants are'suggested

'fIf ‘allowed’ to naturallse freely, with a few going up 1o, form standard

_ trees, they w1ll grow 1nto a more attractlve hedge then the conventlonal‘

" clipped thorn or’ beech._ o : ,

NP PR I

" 3ehe7 . The electricity sub-station on Crabtroe Lane is. a. monstros1ty.\Plant1ng,

;’.’although helpful, cannot prov1de complete year-round cover and in this.:

 case. olose boarded fen01ng is. recommended in addltlon to. tree‘screenlngu
“Thé ch&ih llnk fenclng which Tuhs from the corner; of the, sub-station
towards the entrance to’ the footpath should be removed. : T

S.l.d o (Another thloket borders the rlver where the footpath enters the Playlng s
. A“F1e1d° this should be treated as descrlbed 1n Paragraph 3.A.3 %.b

34449 " The chestnut fen01ng and remalns of old chaln llnk.fen01ng and posts can now
© be' cleared away from’ ‘this® area.



“'{ﬁjQB}ﬁ;lQ The corner of the Playlng El;

f old pollarded Wlllows'along thewcress str :
. .,:z:reguve ated by re-pollarding. (say) alternat‘ﬁypees to start Wlth~ perhaps e
e half next w1nter:dnd the other half" 1n 2 to 3 years tlme - to_malntaln =




3,Be2

3¢Be3

30B.4' K
~- 7 %o -ih paragraph 3. A.2) the f1a1shed surface of the Walk should be grass
“‘throughout its entire Length. - Use alone w111 show whlch stretches need

- a more durable-surface- finish,- - v

3¢Be5

”~«PLAN B. SCRUB & LOWER LUTON ROAD VEE 1GES" 'ldf*”fA )

ﬂIt would be eagy to suggest the Wholesele obllterat10n~of all these

fln.towns.-ﬁ o

" "eould éven- be-re—lntroduced e prov1ded che use of weed Klllers 1s
"’Prohlblted.a eit. L |

" The- eressrend'other”plents érow1ng in the" area of“the‘pr6posed'pool"‘, -

would have to-be removed but” the remginder of the 'swamp! should be' left

?~untouched ‘a8’ far- ‘a8 p0381ble. It offérs an exciting @nd 1nterest1ng

contrast to thé tidier surroundlngs ‘add” ig” & natural’ 'Adventure Playground'

s Any- malntenance requlred could be carried out- by Volunteer helpers Who,

it 1s thought, mlght be ralsed and schrv1sed through the Grou“.

Y

'“”The bise of a large Ash growing on the Svramp- ’1s1and' has bee? fIId%ed

by fires: it dis Bl growing but -should be “Filled %o’ dlscourege any

,further damage and 8 new tree planted which w111 eventually replnce 1t;

i

‘The Scrub is one of the most ‘dif flcult avcas to prescrlbe for “beéca: re'lt

<+ has been untended for-some time and tehds to Llook untidy. - Tt7isan
'»1rregular plece -0f" ground, obanneled by old cress’'beds and the rlver, -and
14 s Wilderness ‘of wild flowers amonz wWiich " thlstles, nettles, hemlock

. and w1llowherb domlnate durlng the later part of the season.

B
VR

broadleaves by using weedkiller and to level out the area for grass which
could be kept 'tidy' but in doing so this would. destroy the very valuable
function the ares fulfills. It is ‘a2 resérvoir of ratural growth which

:'{prov1des coveér :and plant food for o large populatlon of. 1nsects, anlmals
~ and birdsi': Bvennettles ‘are ‘the home of Hlumerous spec:.es° countr'81de

plants are only'weeds' in a” cultlveted park 0T garden. The’ Scru

. certainly not that &nd in our v1ew the time- has not yet come to’tame 1t

into an urban -parke )
Today these pockets of natural ve@et%tlon are’ becomlng farer -"partlculwrly
in a county like Hertfordshire with its rapidly expanding urban. populatlon

<and ‘they -ought: to be -conserved. -Thére is growing authority-for ‘the ~~'°°

contribution such reserves make to the general Well belng of peopl"liv1ng

:However - to be praotlcal - the drea has beén neglected and’ some

conservation work is-needed. Also if thewalk is to; be drlven through the
scrub a-compromise has to be” made° but this can'be done Wlthout destroylng
its walue as &' natural reserve. After dlsous31ng the® means of ach1ev1ng

bthls end Wlth a number of authorltles the Group suggest

QCertaln areas should be left untreeted and un—cut, summer and Wlnter, to

naturalige 'untldlly' for at least’ another season whlle other parts are

;;belng tackled experlmentally.- These are - 1nd1coted on Plan B.\.

The through walk and other areas proposed for publlc access. and engoyment
should be rough cut levelllng only" where - necessary +0 allow eage: of

t -passage for the’ mowers, Not less than a four inch cut is suggested._
- Regular outtlng will retard the conrsey perennlals and.- encourage the. grass

to grow out, ag it takes- over; thelr T00ts should eventually die out.

JSmaller specles of Wlldflowers wonld ‘now stand a chance“of surv1val - and-

.....

Except in the very restrlcted arees (such as the rlver31de path referred

The walk through the Serub, in the fqrm;of«roughly cut 'rides! or ‘Swathes'g
has been designed to suit the lie of the land., It was plotted by ’
observation on site and should be carefully set out to follow Plan B

—8-

W



B.B.é —’Some of: the exlstlng groups of trees “and - bushe have thlnned out
e .and need supplementlng by addltlopal plant:.ng-‘ '
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3.002 !

3.Ce3

5008

5:Ce5
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PLAN Cs LOWER LUTON ROAD ALLOTMENTS e (ti"zi,. ST ;E?h,f

‘Access’ to Plnney s Meadow nay- be requlred in. the future 86 prov1s10n

has been made to link it with the walk when“necessary.

The  Lee -Conservancy ! Catchment -Bpard require .a minimum width of- twenty feet 55

to operate & drag. line or similar-dredging plant, :If~the. dredglngs are
spread behind the machine as it works thirty feet are neéded but the
Board will agree to spoil being certed away in special cases, provided

“they .do:not'bear-the cost of this. The Group congiders the:riverside

walk a special case and that carting away should.be:budgeted - for when
the rlver is dredged every ten to flfteon yeers.
It is: rcconmended that 2 hedge, felnforceu durlng 1ts esrly growth by

angle iron and chain: linky - should be: planted toseparate the. through walk
from the allotments. . The hedge plants would be similar to those suggosted

‘for the Marquis: Lane allotments ferice’ (paragraph:3:A.6) ~Ggtes would be
.. required:at. intervals-to give the gardeners access and for: deliveries of

manure, etc., -The fence would be parallel with the river for mosd.of 1ts

“length.

Lod : N

On the river side of the- hedge, not closer than 20 feet to the water,

© 4t is_recommended that: the Council should plent.bat-willows for. commercial: .-

- cropping.. -Where the river bends towards-the main road they-céould form

- a. plantatiori, " They would provide :ang

- walks: Pjanting.should be programmed
inteérvals-so that the first: scts. planted. during the winter of 1972:3 (say)

income towerds the maintenance of the

9

can be cut as maturing trees in 1984-5, the second crop planted -in 1977-8
being cut in 1989-90., New sets would be planted after each crop was cut

~to-ensure continuity -of growth:and screening.. . :

to these provided they did not-interfere with:dredging. : . -

1ﬂThe older existing willows should be Lepu as screenlng at 1east unt11 the
- first.crop. of néw-tregs’has:matured. .- - or T

To provide variety of- -foliage ‘some poplar specles (Whlch also hwve a

commercial value) are suggested for. interplanting. - “A. feir; saplings ©of other..

species are also indicated-at.the water's. edges the Board: Would not objact

NS

If asked, the Board would:cooperate with the Local- Authority at dredglng

,tlme to avald damage to the walx, the trees and.. any surroundlng amehlty
- Are8Ser. , - 3

{:It 1s suggested that 1f the old cress bed Whlch passes through the

)

3.C.7

“the- rlver51de Walk mlght be adv1sab1e.'

allotments. cannot: be- maintained: it- should be filled- and . topsoileds.:: The

;;bed has_ a- very variable bottoms firm patches of gravel.: alternate with deep.
rpockets of 8ilte; The latter will: ta ke 8 quantity: of hard flll*before softer

stuff- can be used,

When.-the bed is ultimately brought under-. cultlvatlon the type of bounder '
d1v1s1on between church and allotments will:. have:to: be agreed. if further
security :is.required. A reinforced hedge s1m11ar to that presorlbed for '

;As the foreg01ng Works are carrled out the allotments w1ll become clearer
and more self~contained for worklng.r New: trees would bei.confined:ito the
north east boundary. With access from the riversideiwalk the. existing path

~up the-middle could: be brought-under cultivation. - By adgustlng:the

‘isettlng out of the-plots a little- full.use could be made. oft -the. new. ground.

-.: The- additional’ areas:would. ‘more. than compensc“ta for 1a.nd taken for the :

- riverside walk, . .. -. .- % T~ . o . L

R

for drops to alternate.'at 5 to T year

B |
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..At Plckford Bridge the.entrance to the walk could be" greatly 1mproved

cife access ‘Was''nearer the river. A better. view of approachlng traffic
'uld be obtarned from“all dlrectlons.' Some ‘way ‘back from»the road Some - .

The ex1st1ng deep bore spring at the head of the cress bed by Plckford
Brldge is plentiful -and ‘a -small: natural runhing weter garden ‘eotild be

constructed and planted11 with flowering water plants, rushes, etc:fto
vglve added interest at :the entrancc.‘,ﬁ7*~~ : S

suggested a culvert be prov1ded along 1ts full length.

An 1ncreasrng number of surface Water dralns are belng run 1nto the_cress
. bed. A recent-example is the connection of a stormwateér ‘gulley in

. Station Road, by means of a drain across the meadow, into the:stream, In
-our. view this is.bad policy and should: ‘be stoppeds -The: beds' ‘dre fed by
deep bore springs of: pure underground water which should- on ‘no- account be
.polluted by road:drainage.. The cress stresn flows through - the childrens
play area and will supply the paddling pond and beach and eventually join
the river.

+We :advise that any ‘car ‘park or -road:surface draanlng ‘into the creSS stream

..should be dlsconnected and- soakaways dug Well back from the bed to take
the contamlnated water.' s .

The rlver 1s the rear boundary of a number of propertles at_ atford Corner,
1nclud1ng the Leas1de Service Station. Some of the backs ant- shaoks are

.- tumbledown: and may ultlmately Ye tldled up-under’ plannlng requlrements,
~butj 4f the. title to the properties is’ to the ‘centre of the river bed, the.
east benk. can only. be cleanéd - p and: planted o . provide ‘screening if the

owners-are agreeable. It is the Group's policy to negotlate w1th 1nd1v1dual
~. owners along, these liness : ' ' R e

*,

PLAN Ds' PINNEY'S MEADOW

. Aap

The pleasant open character of th1s newly acqulred land w1th 1ts long-
.- view.down the.valley should. be preserved. - It needs little: attentlon &t
»presént: and might be regarded as & reéserve against- future open -

- -gpace requirements when these become apparent.”

It will continue to need: the minimum-of meintenance Whlch, up’ to now,
~-hagibeen provided mainly by grazing cattle: The Council might keep up

. the. practice. for the time being and contlnue to let to a farmer- it adds

~.genuine interest:. to.the.country scene,:

Tldylng up will be needed from time to tlme --cuttlng thlstles and nettles,
trimming hedges, etc. .
- There is: only one gate for.access = off Plnney 8 forecourt. It may
-become necessary to. prov1de an. alternatlveg Lo i

The long eastern boundary of the site which separates the meadow from the

. . .watercress-stream has & few: thorn and ash clumps on-the bank" at the’ north

-end. but , these..peter out. They are an attractive type of open field hedge
and should be extended. by planting further- clumps of low grow1ng trees

. ag” far as the old osiers in the Scrub. ::The latter form valudble screening
but -will need replacing in time. and.new slips: should'be.set’.on the meadow
side of the stream to take over when .the older trees have to be felled.13
-(Some.of : the osiers: mlght respond to re-pollardlng as descrlbed in ;
paragraph 3 A.ll) : . R Y

There 1s a. w1de gap “in the trees between the os1ers and ‘the’ footbrldge

f:«h,whlch gives an-attractive diagonal.view across. the valley and a glimpse .

of open: country to . the south east. Thls should ‘be malntalned by av01d1ng
plantlng in. the gap.} 11 : : :

' ‘hew saplings would be planted 10 4o 11ne the way into . the Walk. The batff';
g w1llows would halt at’ th1s p01nt. s f : . s

'The -overflow would have to get away and if the cress’ bed 1s fllled it is




At present the hedglng on::the east.and south boundar'"’Esﬂsupplemented -
yabyiposts and barbed- wire . fenclnﬁ which i in--a, poor st teof repair. Thls -

ij*part of the thorn hedge on: the;southern bouncsry whlch runs parallel ’
with_the public footpath were removed in the:middle a continudut vista B .
See ”gfrom Playlng Fleldnto meadow could ‘be.-okt a;ned 9 It.would brlng passers-

%3.D.3 The boundarles of Plnney's Serv1ce Statlon and car par have been planted o
n) ¥ het ! but dhe. site is 50 restricted that what.they ican’ grow will - néed supple- -

- menting:by Sfurther: plantlng 14 -on: ‘Councils Tande: At present.the visual.
impact of this very domlnatlng collection of buildings is calamatous -
,"‘A;espe01ally ‘from -the meadow .side.:and- the. ddltlonal plantingris af nece351tylk
to,help them settle ‘more confortably into thelr surroundlngs.

R

ﬁThe'roads1de trees between Plnney 5 -ané. Marquls Lane'need llttle attentlon"
but -the new. Marquis: Tiane /;Statlon.Rond Junction willrcut :into them and .. L
.the landscaplng proposals~ ox: Marquls -Lane: 1nclude thls unctlon. (See »:“

Paragraph 3 E 7) R A A s F “; s liv Lo

~ fﬁhshouldwbe retalned and repalnted -and. extended round the Junctlon. Beh1
it, at present, it a very unattractive .chain- Iink: and’barbed ‘Wwire fenchad
which should be removed. 4 cattle-proof boundary can: be achleved by
< . banklng up., theynatural fall as: shown 1n Figuref3 NI U

R

,The area of‘verge between thls p01nt and dhe garage needs supplementary -
_‘plantlng on the- hlghway side of the boundary:toFscreen: theacar park more__ o
. adequately. than Plnney s planting w1ll. - - o

PLAN E: MARQ,UIS LANE WIDENING

When Marquls Lane 1s W1dened and the hedge renoved‘the"proposed treatment> Lol
f,of :the:new; highway verge:is importants . Marquis: Ianewstill:isia laneo- - y
it is not an urban:street. - It's ~houses:look: over: the playlng fleld to L
5: open _country.- . This: character should: be:maintaineds i Iiis ;
-Widenlng will create arbank:which-may dlscourage ‘attempts b g
;= park, on the:grass but:ifi-a conventlonal concreterkerb: d tused as well 1t

’ *-W1&l be completely out of character. A nore 1ngen10us englneerlng solutlo 5

z road surface and grass. :
.?GgiaBy working -0 -rule-the verge bank: may be.: v“meﬁy'sloplngnln. i
: would be better to vary ity in-width. and:gradient;: %o = create*én 1nformal

appearance. Ease of mow1ng will also be necessary.

Sy Wl TRITE L S il o
The large elm behlnd the shops ig’ to be- retalnedwbut th llne of kerbs a
itorthe service.area-as proposed at.present appears-to-riunito 2
~tree. and might. -damage the: roots::greater: clearance- “shoiild: be‘glven.‘fh .
:The; tree itself .has. been, severely 1opped: and now nééds- careful balanclng e

,under profess1onal dlrectlon to restore 1ts shspe.vA~ i, =

ff.‘! “'~1- 3]

% «Fbur speolmen forest trees and - SOme". Tgw clmmpsfof-smaller trees ‘are -
suggested for planting at intervals + The trees -iny thecgroups should -

- be allowed to branch out feely at the bottom, the grass uniderneath belng

<+-rough .cut without demaging:the-lower: .growthy:: Nominal protectlon for each

-8Toup. should .be given with.larch:posts .and strandediwire 48 - descrlbed in

guparagraph 3 A=5 until the. young ‘treés: are. well establlshed.- Between the

groups the remainder -of the gr%ss would be' gang mown in - the normal Wayo 2




_3;E;ﬁj'_ For the tlme belng 1t is- ‘&u gesteq‘ﬁ‘ fcnce should‘be cted to M@rquls
T e : 111 proyide a’check and ‘an open front ‘should be :1_‘;

tected durlng3t;'
= of character Wlth
‘_d:es“s@ould be
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INDEX OF- PLANTING PhOPOSALS COHT.. fffmﬁ'

14 | Plnney s bulldlngs - supplementwry plantlng :"1ff§;p.3
15 - Marquls Lwne - neﬂ verge groups f S - ij“fo?.S

. 16 S dltto - 'Thm Flrs' screenlrg e ,,~'3:E'6'~

T 1T “Statlon Rdo / Marquls Lane Junctlon & Car Park _;“ﬁj
Trees, hedging etcs 3 e 7
‘The choice ‘and comblnatlon of the most sultsble pecles of trees or‘”'—

“bushes will need careful con81uerat10n in each ca&;ey~ Thls w111 be done

i consultatlon Wlth the CountJ Landscapc AIChlteCt and the Group hope

“8ilver Birch °~° 'BETULA-PENDULA -

to prov1de the schedulbso‘

bl Do

The follow1nw are & selectlon of some of the spe01es sultable to the area
Whlch can be drawn upons

Cmmm1mme  BMmm£ﬂ?Mﬁé7“5fffﬂ?'“}fxiaﬂ&ﬁgﬁ“"‘

Ash FRAXINUS EXCELSIOR . . . :

- Horse Chestnut’_ALSCULUS FLORL PLLNo;j T Non-conker .
Commelln Elm- - - ULMUS COMMELIN e 'f')‘ R l; 2 most resistant
- Groéneveld Elm U. GROENEVELD' D R 6, dlsease

Cornlsh Eﬂm " Ua CARPINIFOEIA - VAR. oL T
S ‘**CORNUBILNSIb R Also re81stant
wych Eln U. GLABRA S i Wo suckérs
Norway Maple ACER PLATANOIDES L Fast grow1ng
Fjeid Maple - A. CAMPESTRE R A
- Sycamore ‘ A. PSEUDUPLATANUS Fast grow1ng
" LondonPlane PLATANUS ACERIFOLIA*
Hornbeam CARPINUS BETULUS ' o : ' ;,
- -Durmast Oak- %" "QUERCUS PETRARA ~ e T Less pest and

N L " . disease prone.
Red Ok = . *”J*Q;=BOREALIS‘~ S T Rk erGiing
Walnut . JUGLANS REGIA .

Smaller Trees N ‘

Lime TILIA X EUCHLORA ~ small (20!) and -
oo . s Aphig-free

Red Buckeye  AESCULUS PAVIA 7 Small chestmnut

©»Whitebeam  '“-SORBUS' ARTA MAJESTICA --' -~ % " Good on chalk
Swedish ' '

~Whitebeam S.INTERMEDIA - < 7
Mountain Ash S. AUCUPARIA N - Rowan
“Jopanese ditto: S, HUPEHENSIS™H T T Yhitewberrieds

unattrictive to blrdé

Golden Ash FRAXINUS AURTA

"..False Acacia  ROBINTA PSEUDOACACTA FRISTA - - -

Purple Plum PRUNUS PISSARIDIL HIGRA
. Japanese Maple ACER PATMATUM:" ‘ -

Holly ILEX AQUIFOLIUM ; .
‘. Elder SAMBUCUS "NIGRA ;- - =
Golden Elder  S.CANADENSIS AUREA ‘ -
.. Hawthorn CRATAEGUS OXYACANTH: ) 3 varieties of
do . C. PRUNIFOLIA .. - ' red and white
do C. COCCINEA N ~§ May

-14-

;4



ther31de & low lylng meadow trees ‘Gan mlso e used"L Gopses, -
groupsi,cut to clumpgl or: pollardedg~sw L ._;'}\“f o

,Whlte Poplar ;1;
S fLombardy Poplar
‘”_:Bat Willow .
- QOsier : . :
“Goat: WilloW T
leeping: Uillow %S;ViTEBLINI
Whlte w&llow
Halry Bizch.-
Metasequ01a

; : bl
;Conlfers P

‘Leyland's Cypregs
quson' Cypress -
“Swamp- Cypress ~<‘f'
.Scots; Pine- _W
'Cor51can Plne T e
13 -Beach Pine: .o 'Po CONTORTA T o
Hybrld Larch ’j?*LARIX BUROL?PIS A o
Glant ThuJa ;: : GAT
New " o '-TAXUS “BACGATA .
.?Metasequ01a._a o ‘METASDQUOIA GLYPTO SIROBOIDES

”Dryfor chalky 3011

I
|

- - !
- t

'

~Hornbeam ~;V o
- Fleld Maple ;'

Cotoneaster
S ‘do < _;C HYBRIDA ﬁ(~}:
Broom . VYTISUS (V4R)- .
"Gorse coo TDLEX (VAR) 7Q;Vfi_1 e eI PP
Wayfaring. Tree S TVIBURN(L!I LANTA_T T iise 0 Dry or chalky -
Guelder -Rose. .~ - ~-ff*,if' T

e e e e e

. 'C@?NUS‘. ALBA- - . e
-«‘{c STOLOHIFEILAL i




MISCELLANEOUS. .- .. = . =

\R'O'se' R (VAR) -~ - )
Dog Hose 'ROSA CANINA R S

Ivy : mﬂmmlmmm(mﬁ) vt
Traveller's Joy CLEMATIS VITALBA

Bamboo " SINARUNDINARIA NITIDA(VAR) e

Kingcup CALTHA PALUSTRIS - s oo MarshMarigold
Yellow Flag IRIS PSEUDACORUS o s d e s o
Reed Grass DIGRAPHIS ARUNDINACEA -

Reed ARUNDO PHRAGMITES.
- Bulrush - SCIRPUS LACUSTRIS .. - = P

Reed Mace: .- .. . ~TYPHA LATIFOLTA S - (alled 'Bulrush?
" Rush L (VAR) B S S

Marsh Sedge CAREX PALujOSA g
|
. >

16 o -



Upper Lea Valley Group's 2nd nterlm Report
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CENTRAL AREA STUDY

SUPPLEMENT . JULY 1972

Report on vigdi Lo site of Mr Norman Clarke,
. County Laﬂdefape A”ohltect July 13th,1972,

In general Mr Clavke accepts the Report and, where there is

no comment in the notes which follow, his gonera agreement
with the proposals can be assumed. :

He gave one general warning against too much 'tidying upt

(gseardnre of. ’scrub‘, undergrowth,etc.) and re-emphasised
the point meds in the Réport that the area is nsarer to nate
ural oounuvy51de than to an urban park. Aerial photographs
gsupport this view. Conservatlon work which is umdertaken
ghould reinforce this country characier,
The following notes record his comments during an *aspenvlon
£ the site on July 1i3th in.eompaag with two members of the
TUpper Lea Valley Group. .

THROUGH WALK (Railway Land)

Access Lo track at gouth end of Marquls Lane gadgomnlng
bridge over Sewer Lanet: .
Flights of sleeper s tepe, some rough levellinguout to form
paths and 3and‘ngn and some surfacing to prevent mud-spots
developing in wet wea her are required.

Epncroachment down the track towards the sewage works should
bz kept to ths mimumim when providing any access road which -
may be required to the sewage works land which is to be
developed for light industrial purposes: the railway track
and banks at tq s point have a very high amenity value.

Wroxham Ways Tt ﬁs suggested _Harpenden Council should cox-
sider including a conditicn in any Agreement with adjoining
owners ag o tha maie of- small parts of the railway: land,
for the protectinn, preservation, or replacement of any
mature trees. forming part of the screening of the banks.

Beeshing Closs: Newiy-planted 3UDG trees and shrubs which
will form part of the walk when mature need maintenance and
weeding’ regularly. : : . :

PLAN A, MARQ UIS LANE .ALLOTME}],\;‘IS & PLAYING FIELD., -

3.4.4

3.4.2

Rescue newiy- p‘l anted trees with minimal clearance of under-
growth ~

&fter roughly levell;ng path surface with- rolled-in hoggin:

) ib can, bs re~dressed when Necessary.

]
ok



3,4.8:2-10 - Clear outb overmgrown riverside fence as far back as tree

- will be seen to run down into the river nmaw The a~¢ot ent

3.4.13

3.4,11

3.A.14 Possibly extend the timbe w”pilp treatment. specirfied for the

olump behind sand-pit: level off ground, grade bank and

encourage a mown sward down to the PlVeP’S edge. Cut out the
river bank at the right-~angled bend 1o form a wider basgin.,
Reduce the exteut to:which the propoqed copse sticks out into
the Playing Fileld. Now,from Marquis Lane, the Playing Field

corner: an attractive view of the water will be opened up.

By extendlng the planting of the Play Area,as proposed in

the Report,up the field, towards Marquis Lane, and by introe..

ducing the verge-gids clumps along Mevquﬂs uane the whole
T&a&d will becomr more .nuevegting, - o

Thin out osiers by paddling beach, The three large bat.
willows have a 1imlt ed Life, but -leave alone. Tidy up the
" ogiers to ths west. Consider Alders for interplanting, and

1n proposed GOpse.

dam around i he far siﬁ o; the paddling ares. This should
prevent mud filtering through forom thc natuesl growbh in the.
ey “thnd : ‘

Widen the channel of
bridge o ensourage Ir

‘the watercress stream up Lo “he foot-
ec itﬁwing gtrean, : .

SCRUB & LOWER LUTION ROAD VERGES - ~

Regulaxr mowzng seems to have lapqedAunfer the Poplars. A
large clump of dogwood planoea Roks’ +ha river -bank Leﬂznﬂ the
'Poplars would be attractive

Plan C. LOWEB :IT”N DOAD AWLOTMEVTQ
3.0.8 Black plastic~codated square-section tubular metal uprights o
anﬁ klack }a tic-coated chain-link fencing is the most selfs-
sffacing Fform of security Tencing where this ls_unavoidable,
3.0.4 Good grower's Bab Willow stock (39g05u+03 1£Petg) should be
" aged for oomme roial oropping, as distinet from slips used to
pfo?1de 3PP8€nJﬁg trees. :

Piaﬂ D,
8.1
: 3QD'¢2

_,E—LM_E;

PINNEYES MEAﬂOW |
Rmeﬁd UDC that n ttles and thlstl 8- nped Cutblng

Propospd grodp of nPWlV Dianmed trees Whil neesd strong pro-
.teudjve fedajng while gr921ng continues,

T,eave thorn uoigf Jeeren ‘Meadow and Playlng ield while the
present uss contliuss. B .

MARQUTS. LANE WIDENING

3.E.2 .

3.E.3 -

3.E.4

Large elm in poor Suabe but le \ve alone as long as possible
and rely on new Tirees to take oVe* in time,’ .

o

Select specimen trees. to 1ntroducu greys and other colour
yariations inhto over-all green»nesa‘of present landscape

Opsii £ront +o Pidv.ng Field crmaamg‘a goad village green
sbmosphere: contin plantxnd'do emalli clumps as suggested in

[\N]

e e



It _Repor’b B e

2 _fr'have is & stroug case for buymg seml-mature trees for
p.ﬂa:ntmg Jn uhp 'qew ‘QOSl‘blOD.S round thp car park amew._

I P A TR

- tm.s'u table‘ for swampy ground use in'
BRKe ki v “’L"@c»'tf/ g:c“ave:l/ sand - s:z,tuatlons ‘onl'
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per Lea Valley Group

N o |

s T

"» 0 ENTR A L & RE A s T U D Y f’i

fﬁ-fP L ANS - ‘s U PPL 5 W E X T
s usRQuis Lae ALLOTMLth GARDENb%:“:$;:?V;5»Ag‘
. & PLAYING FIELD . - = . S |
B  }sCRUB & LOWER LUTOh ROAD VERGES'f-:j<f? 1 i
AR " LowER LUTON ROAD ALLOTMENT GARDENS - o
. ;"';.,b"“v“PIuIEY‘b MEADOW S o S
E MARQUI&:LANE WIDEmING‘  R g“fi “< S

}ex1st1ng trees (as Landscape Survey)
‘:)'jE{f‘A{new trees, bushes :etc.‘-»~ -
;f%§i15‘b3t wil}ows (lst crop)

;;#; . - dittbu | '(an crop)w )
ﬂ ‘E;Qlﬁyqf?new fence ; ‘.1? : v’i' : e T A";.f
,??ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ&wfhedge PelnfOPCcd by fence R . |
f;iQWWWM% new hedglng "

.~{?;r ”ﬁfareas 16ft. to naturalise a P f;;
S -~7 further season. A U 7

; ‘areas to be prepared LO?‘ ;
"jlater plan.tlno : -

= RS

Y proteoted planting :;ff .7i S ff.f .
”ﬁlgrass walks public access etc. -

—fex18ting deep bore sprlngs

- lltter bizs.. [_” ,"f LT zf£g~: i

| EAIMERQH719?2‘;€fii,j}
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