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The * central■ area• of .''The; Lea" Valley in Hafpehden'' is probably the. most - 
in^ortaht p the whole' area considered in that report.;:. .. It is "the:
most accessibley the most widely, used and. impinges most on local residents 
and; travellers during normal daily activities.
The guiding principle for its -future development, should.follow“the laims of 
the full reports to provide a "green lung" for Batford and to* make t|ae most, 
of the -vailey' s ;natural assets of; river, trees ;and open land.;;; •] V
It; should be stressed dhat the area has to be cohsidered aa a' smal ■- .
of the' natvifal' covintryeide land hot as parkland’ or garden iri the here 
suburban, formal., sense.1 The selection and maintenance of trees and shrubs 
should enhance the natural landscape by using species appropriate to. the 
af eayPSbme ̂i^vately^mahs^ ^adjacent;the ̂CotuiQilyowne^
been planted with • spe6i.es :alien to the local landscape which, although . 
attractive in their way, do not reinforce the area's rural character.
The church -site is one instance.
This emphasis on a rural ;as Opposed to suburban, character: should. also .. 
influence the design''and construction of all artefacts throughout the ,
. area such as buildings, bridgesfencing, the edge treatment of.yerges 
and .rpads, footpaths and car parks, likewise the surfacing" of footpath's 
ana car parks, also signposting, seating, litter bins, choice of colours, 
=e%svfj-'.'v:;; ; j - X :X-:X ' X  •' ■ y • "uVi. -1”.— * H • *!' - ' •
Ifsis1 planned to-make a through walk-;betweeh-leasybridge; and. East; HydP 
.Where; -this' pashes through the;GounciH• s;‘:c'enfral., hreas yis.. "shown- onvthhf Key

- [
■. i• a • If



Walkers would leave the railway track at the south end of Marquis Lane
and take the riverside route through Batford as far as Pickford Bridge ' ®
where they can re join the^railway,-track ,at-Waveney-Close. = Prom-here the
track continues through Westfield’ out to East Hydev '

.. .; * *
At the south end the'Council has"made* a* st&Hnon: '̂ "wa34c--by''̂ aa.'cing 
off a strip of river hank from Marquis Lane allotments. It continues 
through the Playing Field to the fo'btpaM:-which" links Station Road with 
Lower Luton Road hut at this point it is not obvious how to get through, -- 
to Piekford, Bridge. ...After considering several alternatives on,ther.spot,
The Group'.Have concluded that the path should turn right across .the .... . 
watercress 'stream'lnd'''then sharp "1-eft, between the two footbridges,'.(into 
the Scrub. Here it would meander interestingly and approach 'the Lower'
Luton Road allotments by the.Natural causeway^between , the .river and 
watercress bed. For the-rest of‘‘its leng^Hbit could be. hedged off from 
the allotments until reaching Piokford.,Bridge. . r;„,- - (j .-
This, -route- is literally "riverside1- along..almost"its ,enti'rê ;iength.- We. 
have discussed it with the L.C.C.B. who agree in principled It has the 
advantage of proyiding imimpeded,.access.:-..at. presentnon-existent••?. for 
mowers ’ and machinery 'with" which- to maintain, the' /respective .areas (through 
which it passes. It is hoped it would also lead to a general improvement 
of these areas. Detailed suggestions are given in the landscape proposals 
in Section 3* t •

2 GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS /'.( I:.';....''' v
2.1 EDGE TREATMENT &. VERGES —  r

Concrete kerbs have a very urban appearance and .the ..loss. pf .-natural grass 
verges is unfortunate. Other more appropriate methods of restricting the 
movement and access of vehicles include granite setts, ditches*;:pegs.'o:f 
stripped timber, .logs as kerbs, etc. Places where this is of partictlar' 
importance include Marquis:.Lane where .the .widened road will tie adjacent 
to open land with'no footpath (see paragraph 3.E.1) and.on. the perimeter 
of(the'parkirig'area opposite. tne GibraltarfCastle.,t(See paragraphr,-3*$.:13)

2.2. ' LITTER BINS ’’ - ■ ■ • ■-i ■' •---
.. Litter; .bins,-should be sited at potential.-sourceS/,of litter.. suchrasrtcaiv 
; park's i pichic, spots and play areas . Some sitings, are ..-suggested , on the 
detailed plans. They should be grouped with a ..tree or some other-.large, 
object, whicH tends to diminish them, rather than dotted about at random, 
Which .tends to emphasise them.Figure .1 shows a -g09.d.4mpde.rn;.-4̂ î vwhlph- 
has a rural character. A -lid is essential and emptying..must be regular.

Chain li&k ;f ehoiug._is..yiettaily disastrous io.(an..area< .struggling; .-to keep- 
its Puichl ‘chp'aetervbut unfortunately it".is, used' extensively .usually ; 
for '.its hign Security value,. . A good, .compromise is, to. plant ouf thê -fencing 
with hedge'.plants so that the appearance is impro ved,,without .loss bfrt..;'̂ 
security. Wherever possible more: traditional', "but not rustic, fencing 
should be;. employed. .A, good, example, is shpwn ,in- .Eigure. 2» Excessive^ v 
fencing; is\H3btpUsite .so; by'the. river if"should" be. used -only.inpl^est ( 
where1 real danger exists' but not otherwise.
dipduSsed inJ'Sedtiph asf they .arise. ' . . rr r."'' " , * .. .. ’
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2.4 SEATING -.' v.:- , "• v . ; . .. y. . ?
=’ .=dĉ 6...sî teŝ fo'r,Ysea$si:̂ e;isla0̂ c S 0':

v' t&to .slt'-n^aS/liversdrrrotbe'yS^tpr.ai-^oa^p^-wKi'oh.Tig'Ein^agfoqfd. point* . ■
: -/ ' . ;Also they have..an apparently, instinctive desire for cover .t, against; rocks ‘ 

<vr -iri-nAVRR nn-'ni.bQfl.ch:--or̂ hn.der trees or̂ at̂ 'tiie.- edges :Of J5aXfieldV This' -.- 
.r: 'f need can be catered for. ; Once again seating should he. rural in .character -
: v ' ykrai^jepnstxuoted 'primarilyĉ felnattmai- ;iî t6^sy8 T̂̂ ofcragrSe;T. wi-ffi- the.;su.̂ roh- 
- ,hdi’ngsT like 3ro.o3,i j?jajbhfeaf'’1feM's-PQhor9 ê-; d&stgeiv - Hie;: axi?sJb%^:;^Mhhes4ar.e •

quite attractiye and unobtrusive-. ana additional seating could follo\7 this

2.5 CAR. PARKING. • -fe - : . w r h {■£: . - .
.: - It is considered that - the;ar eawill;/be used mainly hy 16cal rpeople- on _. ,
'I foot;;̂ pr̂ hyIMhefaJjpasding?throu^9: fiiyiSijnfli^
; : ':.: -̂ â day-,a::̂outing;: sp;'aar: -parking;:is:-.!̂lore; likelyrto^^^pr'ji^t^sf^a-?®^

'v ;.;.heed̂ hpt̂ he.dextehsi apacpy under-vt^ .
'■ • V?11. . ^ C a s i p . ^ ; f a h d  seems•,adequate. k;Spepific. -

- recomendchions are made -in on. the other side
' yyy -.- bf ythOjrijb^^ittyt^rc^ the:;:Marq.uiS' L'aney carypark - (--see; paragraph
: ij;:E.=7)y.Ia;mahka^ ^dely;fu.se(i;fdr;?surfacing^:does
--" ;'-l§̂ sp|ipe :ahd'as:>hi3feaiĉ .ly;'^^an<i£%.ph^0 tp.r?-r/

-$ax? spray./ead. .pea:akingie' or'fplledigraye^^
- used. A relatively new system- called-Mono .EG ̂ _
’ r ;■. ;.'_>̂ .vp|rf orated: ■aonpr-dt P; rblo cksydihnbugh.:^-'can  ̂ ^wr7gî v̂ja.>;p|;ê a?it-

it. can he. mewed hut Asy. solid enough .for v 
.: vehicles and might he used to ‘gd.od effect where appropriate;? ,(Literature .

. -k^cbuppited.J:kt^ akvfkrir : .%/: ^ t F T t t ;

.a-d/’.: ■> ktv '1 ::r ;.̂ .k.:- - -V 
t; V ’ the countryside, involves a colour, decision,:

■ rd'-. c. {This,.. tp.:.-s.pme-;extent;--hag alwsys heen true,;hut .when.-:lb;cal materials.,-- .stone 
and hrick,; slate and tile were in common use the. problem; largely looked 

; aftef itself. Withythe increasing Use of mod.ern-man-made huilding;,mater--:
. . ials-and .maps pro-dug '-•the'- .eab'e: ■aad\.c6g.&faal^ .i:̂

; :y :have .to? hê taken.;::! Cp]i>up!^mb^dsympatfoe1̂ cyyt^
- ■ - re:- ’k 9.ch_res;ttpldye.t̂  reds ..and- hî TOŝ ■ŷ :Il6bâ :yiampvhO•S•ts.•: w M -ok-
-. - - r ’ -d̂ e. -at- present ayrptheryihsipidteauTde.T.n^

k -.' . (Dark Giiye).- i-GQl-oû i'-'ofv3̂ dge:s:drebMsP»ih'e4 Tater.h; (Seek 
'2.8*1;andy:2.8.5)., :: ' ' 1

2.7 - - TEhEPHONE;.p:RES;. .- - ;.. • k;.. - -■
--- :. V 'k.-:.These axeiayTaxge;-mmher,-of pyerhead wires- alhhg^ilarkuis 'laneyandASistion 
' v- '• Roadvas. wefi as; in other areasr- . We.' ‘Understand the Post 'Office -.arê sympa- '
--■ ' ' thetip-i«te;ĵ Êbnfflj^ta^iP.pn||Cerati^ idhd will. -ihider̂ ĝegtadÂ rô ottost^ ê s- 

laKtliQtttMdeSpSQl̂ dr.--','..; :We.isUgges t, jtnguiries he,, made . towards-';thi s ? end. - ;-
2.8 y BRlDGESy & - ;k --, vc' t t: r-:. -k iy y-
■. : The .three,; fpbthridgesrar.e,:diiapidated';:a4fdyhe.edyextensive::rec;Qnst2nicti^
: y t . In̂ .̂ theik presehty statê they;:a.re- detrimenf^yto; yi<sû i'amenity-»rinifehkvdfi 
- --yydealt:wfth,.indiyidi^lyj;inydetaii,.^the numhers referring, to-theif position

2.8.1 ' Bridge 1 .- over the .-watercress hed on.-the• Station Road/Lower Luton-Road
-i y--?' r.-..tiaii- '-•• V  j: - Aft""!>'..• -.-X.-'k-Cy.i-i'-!-!..-
y -- - This-, small; f oothridge. is of ywojo den -heam construe tion.lon c oncrete: but tresses
- hithery. aLUe. - The-railing consists of circular 'pip-e'y4t--;ĥ dr̂ .l.ileyel

yy : yhuppor.tsd.yeabh side ’©n-.'’-bid-̂ ,woodeh-:_ppsfs- helped-.'Odt; hy/ingipyiroh -uprights 
:' . - - -.. - and intermediately On twisted.'SteeiyktripyisUppbrtŝ ^̂ ^̂ --̂yThere is bracing at 
yy.y. both ends and on either side back to the concrete buttressing. The whole
tvy . ::-structure's:painted alumiiiiumianC-is-infil-led tath:galvanis‘'ed ;chain link.-



The whole metalwork structure of pipe, twisted, strip, angle iron, bracing
rods, chain link, etc. should be removed, arid a completely new handrail
system constructed. A possible solution is illustrated in Drawing"Kb. 3* :.■•••
Excessive and 'unsightly'chhcrete■■■■buttressing' 'should'' be '-broken̂  out. -as..cl’: ®
much-aS'possible'(bracing rods are not rnecessary;-on the;-new design-).:so,.
that Overhanging plants can'-be introduced-! mbss-could also'be encouraged.
Remnants*of{old barbed wire, chain-link fencing-and angle' iron supports -
near the: lamp-̂ post, in the stream itself and on-the Lower Luton do ad. sddq 

- ‘ should be removed. The new bridge should be painted, in a more. sympathetic 
colour such-as BS 4-05i (Dark Green). - - ' 'v--'"1- - •

2.8.2 Bridge 2 - over the main river on the Station Road /Lower Luton Road-foot 
paths
This bridge-is a steel I beam construction overlaid with timbehf lltdhas' 
eleven ='3:|,;x . 3" 'angle iron-support posts on either side at- approximately 
4-5" 'centres. - These carry thr.ee-i horizontal pipes*." -The-whole structurei 
above footpath level is painted -aluiifiniuin 'and1 is 'inf illed, with'galvanised 

'-•-.chain-'link;Again-the--whole'handrail system--should-be completely "removed 
and replaced with a more attractive and -'safe'1 design* . A. possible 'alternative 
is 'illustrated in Drawing ETo.4.- - a; '--v

•'*; The 3" x 6"--cross-planking requires attention'’-and:it' 'should -belrepiaced 
Miere?.£te6essa%-.''--'The -1§-M x 13" top planks do-’-hottcompletely'fill5-the-5 
space between'--vertical.supports.-- This should be remedied-to do. awby-with 
' the dangerous leg1 traps each'side. Excessive-concrete buttressihg -should 
be' broken • out ;^d;r-planted as before. r ' t
The suggested I'cc-lour for the-new-bridge -is BS '3-038 (Dark Brown) : - -

2.8.3, Between" Bridges! & 2 s - -' - s., '• %
All chestnut fencing, pipework and concrete posts-should be-removed.-"- The w
-dangerous drop.(max., 2'6") on either side of the path can be eliminated 
by banking up with earth at about 30 degrees to the horizontal. vThis;!-: -;1
would -be quickly grown over and melt into the landscape.' ' It -iwouldC alsO e
■ cover -the-hare concrete retaining walls seen from the’- open space- on-either

-- side of the footpath. •' • *- ~s i1 .

2.8.4 . Approach1 io Bridge 2 from- -Lower, -Luton1 Roads1". ^
’-■The bridge-'-railings should stop "'mbre" closely to’-the'bridge- so that-the 

. -" fencing- is';ho:- more, obtrusive' than necessary*'-Ihe ground, adjacent1 to'-the 
' ' '"footpath -on1-'either side- should be banked Up -as'described in 2.8*3-to-'{

' eliminate danger, and the ugly' retaining'' walls.:,; ;-1;i \ •  '-voiri
2.8.5 Bridge 5 - at the Crabtree Lane fords

The bridge has concrete and wqoden posts with metal pipes-"passing'-through V«- 
-• to -provide;horizontal -bars.- '-'••• ■ - - ' ■ c -. .; .- v-voaiif
At the' southern’ end- the-concrete posts have two pipes passing through’ 
and- form' a'-long--lead-in on- the l-eft which--protects;-pedeStrians:lrbmJ the 
wide sweep of the river. Where the river is at its deepest and there is 
a sharp fall-away immediately behind the fencing chain link netting is 
• used' as'1 infill,.''- -Thi-'s: -should' be--removed 'along -with- i-t's'- angle- iron--supports • . 
ahd:-â ithird pipe: fitted- in between. This - would necessitate drilling . 
the concrete posts but would not alter the' characfer'-of the fencing ’- *
while maintaining its effectiveness. In one of two places the bank will 
need to be rebuilt to avoid leg traps'at footpath level. The shorter
■ lead-in on the - right ' hand:' side requires -the -'same 'treatment .-1 Both sides ■ H  “ 
could then be repainted white which would be a further aid to pedestrians

•- at hight ;and would alleviate -the -derelict appearance- of the1 approach.--1



On. the bridge itself three pipes pass through vertiaal timber posts. 77 
Welded wire mesh is superimposed onto/this arrangement - presumably.. 
for safety. ' 'ŷ 'v.'" -.- ••
We feel. the condition'of, the -bridge' is-.so bad that a complete .replacement 
may be needed. We . would be prepared; to' r.dyise on the design of this if 
required.'/ - However if a’ stiuctural survey proves. the bridge is basically - 
safe'a stop-gap solution may be possible® For this all loose timber .. 
should be replaced by new to match the existing. We' think three, pipes 
alone are adequate for: safety - except $t' footpa-th level' where; there; are . 
leg traps. . These could be: enclosed .between. the lower pipe and the edge _ 
of ' the. path by. a plank of: timber fittod betv;eeh the posts as illustrated : V
'in-Drawing ̂ p*3^~SXr~- ^ -7v :-Ir*' X'.Vv-J-Cl 7777^1^.'7:: ’ s’ ' 'The. debris should, be removed from' the river and the; buttresses. : Tpe -7 . 
.wire netting and angle iron supports' shbuld.be removed and. the metal caps - • 
to the'wo oden posts refixed or renewed.7 i- ' 7vX"77.'."7'
,0n. the north side- of. the- bridge a: long" lead-in is provided by a wooden rail 
.on ,cqncfete,;p6s.ts., -vTherê  is; a. similar; shorter-lead-in-bn the right. ThisS - 
arrangement: has? had chain .link superimposed; upoh' ;it which ’ is’ extremely .. *- 
bntidy'and should be removed along with its angle iron supports and old - 
concrete post, iin extra rail. could be inserted as illustrated in: Drawing - - 
i'To.6.' ' The'remaining wooden: and concrete fence should be painted white 
like the rest of the bridge and lea'd-ins. - .7.
. The wooden.' fending at the rear: of Coles' Plastics factory heeds;. replacing. 
;ppiesishphld-be; ̂ pr^ ... tfe geheral-.;untidyness of their side of .
;; the;riyer7  facing the-bridge, \ihcluding :the rem6yal:-bf an oldrusted
--Keekiai®p.*‘f ’' '7*7'; '7 'Xr,̂ 7"77 '\7 ;K7-- 7/,.7’7-':'7777T\.'' * -
.The barbed wire across the river below the ford/appears- to perform no useful 
Tfnhction;'^ ah!/eyesore-:■t̂ atVc'oul.d;.:b'e - - .’77 V
SPECIFIC LMDSCAEEf'I^OPdS^. "7:; - _ .. ' "'"7- 7' i; '.

The-GrOup are indebted to members of the Rothamsted:staff, the L.C.C.B.,' 
and others for' help and advice.; The' proposals are also subject to further 
cbhsul'tation with the Cohnty Landscape /architect. : " . or-
If they are; impie&entbd 'the - pibpoS'ais .should: be open'-ip. Idiscu^ '
• the Group and;, thb;;Ceuhcil andvto, CC^imbusfreview: 'in"'tKe. 1 ightyo'f experi-. 
'enee-/gained' from season' to season. 'It would 'also '-be helpful/ at the outset 
to hold a programming and; costing session with ;the Offieer or Officers who - 
;would be responsibie for implementing' the proposals.. For instance the 
dates for planting will be of great. importance. ' . '.' ''-‘'7'
; The'.Group;.hopeto:^supplyihb7pXahtihg schec^^ settin^qu£7" * ’
1 and- species of' tiees ’indicated ih 'the ■ te0i7_X'Se$rIrfd̂ :):y. We would7i$bP71ike
the ; opportunity .of' cooperating3 uith ''the ';Couhcil ln-, setting 6ut the:;,positions 
of;■ tree's7 ; paths,7etoi“£§bpmen^d: I/It:-.-’;4. 7 ~ 7 ';
"ih; general--we: have tried to keep our pr oposals.within, the bounds of- present - 
•• 'd^t'praGtib^biif^/-j leaving. -mOre; mbitioue. Whemes/'Ilk^ ox- ‘
Sports iacliitiee:-,until a demand becomes;■■'more apparer£t7 :For •'.t̂¥'-'Im&e.d£''ate 
;futp:rbr'wid;h which our repprt;deals the niost obvious need is for a re-

- î dXtidyinĝ -hp' 'p^,g3Ssa4£!' ■'^ilrievitaiise., a ■ ’deMoribraling

The Group have landscape proposals for privately owned.properties adjoining 
the COimcii''s;';land:bu-t .these>are not. Shown'7b.n. the plans..;
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3. A. 5 

3«A.6

3.A.7
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3.A.9

PLAN As' lARQDlG^‘EA^'^LOTMENTS' & PLAYING' FIELD " ’'' ’. . ; T!'

The. west river benk.;has; a,,natural ooiriiî ; pĥ afc&ev,'-“but., as"II will' be 
used, more and more.; this naturalness will. have' to be maintained by 1 
'management1 from now on.The'thickets which overhand the river . 
alternating.with grassy.banks where children can.fish’and;play,. linked 
by the pathway, can be made 'most attractive. - " . , . -

: At the south' end the footpath, fenced,’ off from the allotments is. already 
well trodden by the public. To’ encourage it to meander'- as phownpn. the 
plan and not, to , follow a straight line, along, the ’fence; as at present 
some rough levelling will, be;,he pessary, and. a. h&rdoorep-)^ be
built up to take a shingle or 'open/surface dressing, of some,, kind" to ̂prevent 
mud pockets forming. It will heed maintenance'from' time to time but should 
never be made, formal with, tarmac*,. /, , , , .
. The''existing'thickets Of thorn.,’. elder and, other bushes’ which' overhang the 
V. river should be carefully'' tended' and' additional planting - ' introduced, to 
; naturalise with; them andreiriforcewhat already grows there by nature.
‘The bottom branches Of the. bushes^should'he allowed; to’ grow.put' naturally 
without trimming. The ground cover; - mainly grass - ’need .'[not be .'.plowed 
out under them except the nettles.
Between the thickets are some patches of tall grasses. These should be . > 
allowed to grPw’-and!; "pan ’’be _ supplementedby others..but,again;the: nettles,', 
need careful cleaning out. sp .'that. theVgrasses dominate. The areas of 
shorter grass, which run out to'the river's’ edge should, be .roughly -..cut at 
regular intervals to get rid of the nettles.
The footpath will'need some 'levelling, and making,up round....the recently 
planted groug of bat willows and "birches arid these should be'supplemented 
by planting suitable saplings to grow intp ,a-.small copse*
The public should, be discouraged, from, walking through, the ..newly; planted 
areasi these can be protected;by driving in some larch poles about three 
feet above the ground.with'a single strand of galvanised,wire,-atop*. ’;

. The ground on both sides, of the allotments fenc.e_ should, be., cleaned, ont 
and prepared. to -take, hedging,,.;, This will gradually .grow -int.6; ..ĉ ain,

" link and’conceal it.'’. A mixed^variety of,hedging plants:are.suggested •
/ if allowed, to naturalise, freely,. mth a fewgoing Up, toform standard 
trees, they'will grow into &.nop<$'.attractive;’hedgef^enu the conventional 

"’' blipped'thorn or-beech. . 1  "• ' ; "V
The electricity sub-station on Crabtree Lane is, a. monstrosity. Planting, 
although helpful, cannot provide'complete year-round cover and in this . 
case close boarded fencing is. recommended, in addition to. tree .screening.-.
The chain link fencing, which runs from the. corner, of the.; sub-r.statipn 
towards the entrance to'the footpath should be removed. .

" Another, thicket borders'; the; river where the footpath enters the .Playing 
Field's this should be treated' as described ,'ih ’ Paragraph3.A. 3 1 ,
The chestnut fencing and rema-ihs of old chain link fencing, and: posts can now 
be cleared away from this area. - - ■

, ' ■ 1 j j
" J .UO -Ui -6- , ..... r



3.A.10

5. A. 11

, Qhe,corner of the;Playing; Field and river’s, edge;nearest the end of; the 
.. allotments, fence have, been heavily nottle-g^vn.. An approved safe ...
"'rkelectiye: .wBed̂ killeri" can he*,appiied; .and. any-'-renewed'. @pwth putyfrequently .
r:t.or wpkehy;the? roots W:.The{ser.can rhe f i n a l l y ; . - - 

/ ^preparation -'for,:plant̂ g;nejy{;hnshes .and, sapiingsywi^ -
- V  The new; planting should h.e within the fine of oldy-Prunus; to .form; a
-:y cpn^ni^io£ of ytiie; co^ in paragraph 5 . A. 4 Protect' as
/ ..paragraph 3,A.5 Re-seeding will probably, he necessary-and rough cutting 
Jv'thereafter,tojVmaintain grass betYreen-the^trees in the copse. .
; The row of old pollarded willows along the cress stream might be w '

■' rejuvenated by re-pollarding (say) alternate trees to start .with -...perhaps y . 
half .hextj-winter-;latfdrythe otherjhaif .in :2-:to j years.;time: -y to/minfain; '.
- ..the':-.screening-they.igiye; ,:-,They.y should" bje.v.qut rd)aqk.-;aB©vd'
-yoSi&dnl̂ iiid*'all theybiokan -branph-footfandyiiandhplds lower^^dbTOythe: trunk 

.... should'/be. triLmied/.offyflush..'y,jf.jany.y9̂ ŷ eJ-̂ -epŝ ei3?e' slowythymake^-new - 
' ..ygrewth; yaf ter .trea%.^|V'¥e$'i'a®^ehts yshouldybe, 'interkpianted; :;?r;t6yytbke .
’ their, place<.whM:';|ĥ y:Jiayeyyfcogybeyfpll̂ d.r!i S z , . r s - v h !  .fit .'y.i-.e 
New bat willows could also'be planted to replace the .existing fotyr*; They

- will have to bey.protected iby, the, type of -wire cagesy f ecoiimended̂ /b̂  .

3.A.12 ;yy-The,\weir..:at: .present-has, >th%J6ppearsns%'-.6f..̂ ,yderfedidt-Aiî et̂ WP #ef;gne.e£ 
.ihstaliation.- .It.kgsygreat'kbt^tiaTya-syiaoj- ■attraptiye:-waterf iakl; knd^ if 

Hthe k l d y c o n c ^ ^ w e f c e  :remove.d? it yc.buldyk̂  by/large; ':
? •' .rook's-' -brv-bbî ders '*<-. .The-' LvSvG ..B.-:t-w*3i£i'd! .Itfiveyitb *. -.
. v Jbehstfuction but; we ...understand dthey--;would rhay.e no; pbjectiokyknypr 

as long as {the .flow of the river is not {impeded. Orieb.ugges-tionris'vy:"
yy ;.;;î p.stratedy rX 5:; W  kr--; v -

3.A.T3 The playground' facilities presently pr.gyiide.d̂ .in.,,-the? Playing; Pi eld fare 
. rather :ihappropria,te and, once again, do not fit in with the. rural' 
y {"' character'of.the surroundings. This is partly due to their design and 

'. construbtibn and partly due. to ̂ their .seemin'gly:-rahdomy:pQsitio.ning in the 
field where they :do. not relake, to-.khe-.naMikiyfeafu^ 

v-V . ,r>. =yWe yr.ecoMend-'-that,; inyliheywdth .more^mode^ -phypî î(kiii'tib.s.-
.: C ...'.the -yexfsting ye.quipmeht/ be added to by ..’adventure5: equipment; -- such as 
y-;-,, y /.l-axĝ y;gnarl:ed'ytr.ee' tpunks;,y palisades- bf -'ytimb.er postsy hidey rhoies y.- y 

v -{;: . -'Scû ted=:out yof the. earth,man.;'make.-mounds,£ktc.,,.:̂ T̂he'-whbiel;arba- should 
- y y , y then;have additionai -tre.e planting to anchor it . all- back ;ib the. landscape.

' /. (lkpkibapes;)^LMymaj&eif'a,-f^ •’
. b e e n - ;

2oop..(Catalogue supplied) . - . yy-xyV'k' ;V . |
3.A.14 The existing sandpit, fand. its;, .accompanying;ycpncretedyarea should .be , -, ' - - j 

-: removed,./ filled-.in. auid. -turfed bver.. ^  ' :
. ' . Pool it. no. longer; wbrks,,yery well. in its; present use and; it not attractive, i
; yitTis proposed that theyfresh water;,streami,. amply:-supplied;:from;the deep . :
- , borer/springs . inythe: watercress -;beds>, be^danmied J^ti^fere:.knteringythe ' . »

ymaih: bhannbiy ofAthe' -river. when t̂he 'yex-isting;d:e.relipt.; rb'^ >
. - ; - "y dam has been removed. The form of:dam proposed;is illustrated by Drawing : 
-. y .u .No .B -and; incbrpofates. /an-'interesting timber ypile : footway .giving aeoessr- I 

. .{._„to,’--.the {swampwax.ea-,;. The, in tent ion would bp to: yincrease., .the - dep th .of y;a.t er.
- y , y.̂ ibkaTOiTt*-' 9.:- inches andycreate .-a fresh v/aterIpOol. as inidibated'̂ on, the;: plan. ; 
y.y - . yyAn-antificiaiybbach .-.opuid; bei/constrsupteS- .•feipkyw©T̂ afj‘4§|;ab@' .-me., ŝ ftdpit

;bŷ y'&ffering' T̂et"̂Jahdy dry sand-play -facilitiesywi^ a>; -



• The- cress'and' otheb"plants • growing - in ’the1-'area- 'of "the proposed'- poolf ‘ *-c ! ; -
would have to ~be removed but 'the remainder of’the’-'swamp’ should be left e

; -untouched as;'fair’as possible. ; ' It- offers an exciting and-interesting 
contrast to the tidier 'surroiandings and* iŝ  a natural' ’ Adventure Playground'

- :j"‘ - Any maintenance required-could be -carried out - by Volunteer helpers: who-, *
it is thought,: might'be raised'and supervised- through-the GroupV '

■’*>' -The' base"of-1 a large Ash growing on the-swami£>- '.''island1- 'ĥ '-beofi'̂ MollL'̂ WQd' - 
; by fires s-It' is 'still growirig'but -should be -f illed to- discourage'’ ary" , '

. .further damage and a new tree planted which will eventually replace it̂
5|b - PLAN Bi -SCHUB^ bOWER LUTON ROAD YERGHS -'r ' 1 - - '- '
3.B.1 The Scrub is one "of ‘the-most difficult areas to prescribe^fbr'bebausb it

" .has" been untended for some time and tends to look untidy. It is an
irregular piece of- ground, channeled by old'cress beds and the'river ,-and 
is''ahwiideihess’:,'of'-wild flowers among which 'thistles, nettle’sy hemlock '

, and willowherb dominate during the later part of- the season. v’’
-- It would be easy to suggest the wholesale., obliteration" of '.all ‘these 
broadleaves by using weedkiller and to level out the area -for grass which 
could be'kept ’tidy’ but in doing so this would-destroy the very valuable'. 
function the’ area fulfills. ' -I11: is -a reservoir of natural growth" ¥fhiph '-"'*' ;

5 provides: cover ;ahd plant- food- for a large population' of. InsebtsV'animals 
and birds'.'Evea bettles-are--the home of -humerous Species's countryside . 
plants are only'weeds' -In-a'-cultivabed park or-'garden;.' The'Scrdthfe'

■ - certainly not that and "in -our' view, the time has '-no t' yet come tb! tafrie' it «
into an urban -park, - - ■' 'ff:'
Today these pockets of natural vegetation-are" becoming barer ^^particularly 

__ in^a .county like Hertfordshire with its rapidly expanding urban., population ®
- and they ought to be conserved. There is growing authority--for .’thi 
contribution buch reserves--make to-the general'well-heing. of'peoplb';.living 
'in -towns-. "• -"*' ■ -■ 1 ' .

-However' - to be practical --' the area has been neglected.'and"' some' 
conservation-work is-needed. Also if the’- walk' is' tobbe driven through the 
scrub a - compromise has -’to be*made s but this can1' be 'done'without,' destroying 
its value as a natural reserve.' -After'discussing thermesihs'of"achieving 
--this end withv'a-number'Of authorities the’ Group' s u g g e s t " "y

3.B.2 .Certain areas should be left untreated and un-cut, summer and winter, to 
naturalise 'untidily '-'for at least*'another season while other parts are 

.... .being* tackled^ experimentally.-;iThese'areindicated’on Plan B. '- ' I
3.B.3 The through walk and other areas proposed for public access and enjoyment,

should be bough: cut, .levelling* ohly*where necessary-to allow ease of " • - 
■ passage for'the mowers,'Not less than a four Inch cut is suggested./'

- - - Regular cutting will retard the;coarseb perennials' and-encourage the. grass 
to grow duty as it’takes * overj their roots should eventually die* out.
Smaller species:of wildflowers would ‘now stand a chance of survival - and #

- could even be Ve-introduced -' provided 'the use ‘ of weed killers is ' prohibited. ■' -■■-*- * -V
• ‘ - -- " . . . .   ̂ ^

3.B.4 r Except in the*very restricted areas (such-as- the riverside path deferred 
- ' bto' lh paragraph 3«A,’2)*the finished surface of the walk should; be'grass 

’throughout its■entire length.’ Use-alone will show Which stretches heed 
a more durable surface^ firiishi-* ‘ . - - ..

3.B.5 The walk through the Scrub, in the form* of roughly cut 'rides' or 'Swathes1, 
has been designed to suit the lie of the land. It was plotted by 
observation on site and should be carefully set out to follow Plan B,

- 8-



3.B.6

3.B.7-

- 3.B.8

7/ 3.B.9'

. -3.B.10 

3.B.11

: 3.B.12

7 3.B.13

Some’ of the existing groups of trees, and bushe.g have thinned out . •;
and need supplementing by additional . planting . The ground should be 
prepared-.for this -in: the same manner as described in paragraph..3„A« 10.. 

7.ih.readlness-;d^r^new;d)ushes;:and eaplings> ;7 /fc *.
"Many/of. thejold';trees7are .deteriorating::andrshould be- interplantedrmth 
■ suitable replacements . which can. take/.over when the others have to be
'felled7/7rb-yr; 7y: ’ ;77:.777--7 77:77'777'vvS'7 7 x ^ 7 V -

■ :

-j
3

The7d'ereliet'pinnpihouseyshould'pe/cleahed- ê rayyandriold..̂
yju^^bfciiihBTburiedi ':7̂ :77v 77;-r; T, :7-'>. ?- . '
'We suggest the-water cress, beds and banks throughout --thiSvafeay offer 

■ t.attidtliear-;bppprttm̂  -.and ;mai-ntenanee7by: .volunteer-:-labour
: which -’i t- is thoughtymight/die ,. organised, through; the; Group. ■ 7
7:liie,vtreatmdnti.s.a;far;f̂ --.whi.eh rmightibe: deaefibed as '.cultivated scrub' - : 
-can be:;:applied'up to- and including the n?nrow;'7auseway: ieadihg-an.to :the

-p'.U. 7:7777? v7 bj;y:77£7;'---.-. ‘4:7: 7757':v7£̂7;-'-:.;
-nop back to the Lower Luton Hoad verges# -• 7-r7
The open grass: verges; between- Ba.tford Mill and the trees opposite , the . 
Gibraltar Castle, are a, valuable' open, space.. ' Apart from maintenance by • 
mowing:.little: is required'. • --Be tween:-;the. footbridge Snd; the;trees: -the east 
bank of the river is thick in,nettles. We :strongly recommend that it !
shouldbe re-graded and:re-seeded .so .that': it7can>be mown• and: Maintained - ;
pithf^ie'-'Ver^eib^vP^-r »7*£{57tg7K77f 77 'f - -7;'-7.7£:.= - •.'7.r.7.>.:r 7;- , 7 «
; .Spaensupplemental jibeê  planting:*-is;>pro|»Q'̂ ê  nearythe^weir -and;-a. copse . 1
7at7the ~Poadside.; corner:of::Coies7 boundary. . " Two specimen, forest trees !
on the open verge would also add interest.-They"would heed protecting.
; The- group of poplars opposite -the.'Gib' dominate-the area and;are-well 
matured. '. Interpranting with' similar species: is7requirbd soon--to take the 
place of the older • trees as they decline'; 7 '7-.--77 :"-7

:j-%ew-a£ga:ip£d.ej?.̂  , o^--7
..i Continue aS'-: suchy;::-'-..Cars':-tehd:'-'to''be; diminisHed:--:by:- the'-trees:.̂  ' Thê -arba would , 
‘̂^^•■^e-LBublie.cHopse- '-aiid •' the.- open- riverside and access/would be easily 
: af f orded to the f ootpath 'systdm. - We do, however., f eel that - ther parking:' . 
area should be limited at present as - indicated, oh Pi ah-3, and that- this - 4 - •-' 

7 could;be: done with;3- inch: diameter:’by ;7 inches"tall; pegs" of stripped “• - ’
'tin/ber/-beddedbelow ./the- ground in'Ccohcreie', at' 4- feet 8 inches centres* , :
The:-entrance :to; .the-area' needs -surfacing:in':'one:' of 'the: ways suggested " [
m  paragrapnd.t>» , - .. ; \ - - -
the perforated- slabs referred to /ih;2 •5: would be 'an excellent solution*
Between the poplars and the bungalow "Homelea-'. nearer Batford Coiner '• . - 
the river skirts- the main road at two places.. The fences and verges . _ ,

- need;:a 1 eaning up; and some -planting,-; including the-: area/ adjoining the 
r 1Fishbar'. site > will be-required. . Part - of: this will have"to be done by : . 
vTtt&gq-tifeijL'QhLiM-d&jlĵ q̂TOier's?̂  4:i/ : --77i-7 ?77s77Generally we suggest- the.t thb existing roadside fencing -be removed and ' .
. rerplaced, if any fencing :is:; required-a.t all, with post ' arid pipe, rail
similar to that, along Station Road*: v/here the . river lies close to the 
-babk'.df7^e^hig&ay^‘ iootpath 7:h& nimber7,of"_ rails .couidVbayin'Q'raaSed: in 
'-,th'e:'-ii4i:feer.€i.sSs/o-f/s.cife'ty.'- :..7,\ .-7 - 7/ 74 -



3.C
3.0*1

PLAN':Cs- LOvfiS LUTON -ROAD- -ALLOTMENTS"

3.C.2

3.C.3

3.C.-4

3.C.6

5.C.7

Access to Pinney’s Meadow, may-.'be required'in., the future so-provision 
has been'made to link it with the walk when^necessary." ;
:The Lee -Conservancy: Catchment pB'bard require .a- -minimum '.width. of twenty feet: 
to operate a drag, line -or similar-dredging pl-aht. . .If';.the. dredgings'..exe 
spread behind the machine as it works thirty feet are needed but the , 
Board will agree to spoil being carted away in special cases, provided 
they do .tot tear-the cost of this. The Group-considers the/riverside 
walk a special case and that carting away should,be/budgeted for when 
the river is dredged every ten t© fifteen years.
It is .recommended.that, .a’hedge-,- reiriforced."during pits; early .growth-by 
angle iron and chain; link,-.- should be-planted to~-separate -the.-through vfalk 
from the allotments. • The hedge plants would be similar to those suggested 
: for the Marquis :Lane allotments fence: (paragraph^ A.6) ■ .Ggtes :.would bev/-., 
required- at intervals-: to.'-give the -gardeners access and; for.“deliveries of 
manure, etc. The fence would be parallel with the river for-.most'.of its 
length.
On the river side of the hedge, not closer than 20 feet to the water,
■it -is ̂ recommended that-the Council , should plaht.-.bat:-willows for,.-commercial:'. = 
'cropping-..- -Where the river bends towards--the'main road they, could- form
a-, plantation. ' They..would provide-.:-an--income towards the maintenance; of the 
walk.; Planting, should-be programmed .for crops to alternate - 'at 5; to 7 year
‘intervals-'so.-that the,.-first'sets., planted^ during the-winter of 1972*3 (say) 
can be cut as maturing trees in 1984-5* the second crop planted -in 1977-8 
being, cut in 1989-90. New sets would be- planted after each crop was cut 
to ensure continuity ;of growth-and screenings ...; --T, \ »
..The older-existing.willows "should be--kept as screening'at least/Until the 
first.crop of new tre.es has; matured. . - . . ,:r V - ;  •
To provide variety of-foliage 'some poplar species (which also have a 
commercial value)-;are .suggested for,.interplanting. - ' A; fewvsaplings, cf other, 
.species are also indicated'-at,the water* s-edges ■ the. Board-would1--not:.object 
to these provided they- did not-;interfere with;dredging.

3.C.5 If .asked, the Board would; cooperate with the-Local Authority at dredging
; time to avoid-damage to‘the-walk, the trees' andpany, surroiinding;,.amenity 
areas.'.-', ■ -. ? - . ■ : :- ■ v . • . .
.It i-s-i suggested- that if the, old cress bed., which, passes; through- the v . . 
allotments... cannot-:be- maintained: it- should be filled-- and ■ topsoiled. The 
bed has a, very variable bottoms--firm patches-.of gravel",alternate.-'with" deep, 
pockets of silt. The latter will take a quantity: of hard fill before softer 
stuff-pan be used. -w ,
When- the.bed, fs ultimately; brought under-, cultivation, the'.type Of" boundary 
division between . church and allotments will-, have . to; be agreedv.if-further 
security is required. A reinforced hedge similar to that prescribed for 
the; riverside walk might be .advisable. • - \ ./ - p : , o".,:
As, the; foregoing works’ are: carried out the allotments will be cone, clearer 
and more. self-contained for working. - New-trees would bet confinedwto the 
north .east boundary. With access from the: riversideiwalk.the.-exisiing path 
up the-middle could; be; brought.-under cultivation.- By ad justingvthe 
setting, out of ihe-‘plots: a- little- full, use could be-made: of- -the. new• ground.
: :The-additional: areas: would.-more than. compensate for. land11 taken-for-the - 
riverside walk. . - -. ‘ w



3.C*8

3.C*9

At Pick-ford’ Bridge the. entrance to the waik' could be greatly improved 
if access was!inearer the river. A-better, view of .approaching traffic 
would- be obtained frCm all directions.' Some way back fromthe road some 
new saplings would be planted ■*•0 to line the way into the walk. The bat- 
willows'-would halt at this point. - • -
/The existing deepibore spring at the head of the cress bed by Pickfqrd 
Bridge is plentiful and -a -small natural running water garden.' could be 
constructed and planted-^ with flowering water plants, rushes, etci to 
give added interest at the entrance. , ' - r - ' ///,:/
The overflow.would havekto. get away and if the cress bed is filled it is 

a culvert be provided along its full length. > - :-
3,0.10 An increasing number of surface water drains are being run into the cress 

bed. ; - A recant’•example is the connection' of a stormwater gulley in 
. Station Road, by means of a drain across the meadow, into the /stream. In 

; ,our. vie?; this isbad policy and should be stopped.'--The beds'-Are fed by
.deep bore’ springs of pure underground Water which should- oh no account be 

, -.:* j i polluted by- road. drainage." The cress stream flows through the childrens
play area and will supply the paddling pond and beach and eventually join 
the river.

- We advise that any car park or road- Surface draining into the cress stream 
:/; = should be disconnected and soakaways. dug well back from the bedto take 

the contaminated water. ■ 'J-

3,C.ll

3iD
3.D.1

3.D.2

' .i'L-

The river is the rear boundary of a number of properties at Batford Comer, 
including the Leaside Service Station. Some of the backs and shacks are 
tumbledown and may ultimately be tidied up under planning requirements, 
•butyif the. title to the properties is to the centre of the river bed, the 
east bank can only be cleaned up and planted to provide screening if the 
owners are agreeable. .It is the Group's policy to negotiate'with individual 
owners along; these lines. ' ■ : "• •- /
PLAN D 8 PINNEY'S IffiABOW
The pleasant open character of this newly acquired land with its long 
view, down the valley should be preserved. It- needs little attention at 
;present;. and. might be regarded, as a reserve against'future open 
space requirements when these become apparent.
It will continue to need the minimum of maintenance which, up’to now,
- has -; been, provided- mainly by grazing'cattlei- The Council might keep up
. the practice for the time being and continue to let to a farmers it adds 
genuine interest to the country scene.
Tidying up will, be needed from time to time cutting thistles and nettles, 
trimming hedges, etc. . •• -■ - . •
There is., only one gate for .access -. off Pinney’s forecourt. It. may 
become necessary .to. provide an alternative, - : . - . v
The long eastern boundary of the site which separates the meadow from the 
watercress stream,..has a few; thorn and ash clumps on the bank- at the!nOrth 
end but.these peter out. They are an attractive type Of open field hedge 
and should be extended.by planting further Clumps1 of low growing trees 12 ,

■ as far-as the old osiers in the Scrub. '--The-latter' form valuable screening 
but will need; replacing-in time and.-new Slips should-be iset’. on the meadow 
side of the stream to take over when the older trees have to be felled*f3 
(Some of the osiers might..,respond to re-pollarding as described in -

- paragraph 3.A.l
.There is a wide.gap/in the trees■between the osiers and the'footbridge 
which gives/an attractive diagonal,'view across the -valley and a glimpse 
of open country to.the south east. ;This should be maintained by avoiding 
planting in the gap. ;/*/-. Ti-- j



dt̂ r̂.0sent,;;th.e- hedging; on;.; the.- east, .and ssp^tfir.^PJ^^y^M.^ supplemented. -/ ’ 
byijposts• and' barbed- wire ..fencing;.which :is in-apoor- state ;;pf repair. This '5 
.would be .a good-place, to introduce the type’of. wooden fencing illustrated
m 2.
If part of the thorn hedge on.-’;,toe.,.;SQuthem. -l|ô da?3&LwM.phir3«xs .peErali.el 
with the public .footpath were removed in the: middle a continuout vista 
from Playing Field to meadow could be, obtained.,:., It would bring passers- • 
obŷ ±i|tp.' eipaOT,:-c.on̂ ;̂ti!̂ -thr -(apy. tp.attle /,thepe*u-rwa.I't r
The boundaries of Pinney > s.. Service Station and car park;have been planted 
but rthe .site is so restricted that what. ..they: can grow!’Will ended supple­
menting .by further -planting ^4 onj.G.ouncil! land.Li, rAt.. pr.espnt:;the visual 
impact of this very dominating collection of buildings is. calamatous - , 
especially from. the. meadow side -and; the.. additional ..planting is 'a necessity 
.to. help -:then. settle more .confortably into..their .surroundings
..-Thp>-roadside, :irees- between- Pinney’s - and.{Marquis;-Lane {heed7 -little attention 
but-- the new Marquis;. Lane {/..Station̂  Ro.acli jiinction will .cut into them and ., 
.the ,-landscaping proppsals..:for. Marquis, Lane - include -this -:juhction. (See ; 
.paragraphi-J.E,7:);_-; ‘-.vr; { W : - r I < Liw v-:-- ’-"‘t. - -
The white post::and .pipexraildng .alongi;Statipn:;RoLad;d.s;{:attractiye and '.dl 
..should be retained, and repainted and extended-round . the junction., Behind : 
it, at present, it a very unattractive chain- linkiand-barbed'-wire fencli: ' 
which should be removed. A cattle-proof boundary can be achieved by 
.banking up-. thp:.natural-! fall; as; shown ,in; Figure.:;̂  ;-<P i-
,The: point on. the;-verge north of'Pinneys. at which-.a six foot way through, 
from Station Road .is. to be. provided to the meadow is grown over and will 
need care,. and. pos'sibly .ire-planting, when .it. is formed*- - 
-The ,area,:of .yiergeiabgjNteSwjthis"-/pbini; .and: the;garage ̂ needs' supplementary 
planting on the highway side of the bounda^> to%creeh: the-bar park more, 
adequately than Pinney1s planting will.
PLATE*• 'MfiRQUIS LAME WI23EBNIHG
,Jihen Marquis; Lane: is widened .- an&.i-the-.' hedge ran ovedi the 'proposed treatment- 
of. the/new highway-.vergers importanti MarquisrLan'e’.stillrlsla lane? - 
it is not an. urban; street o'-It's ---housesrlook over; the'playing field to 
open, country.. :jThis:. character' should- be maintained; .;;, II P, .1 
-Widening will, .create a bank.which may discourage; attempts by’motorists to 
: park- on the: grass but. if a conventional concrete", kerb- is used? as well it 
will be completely out of •characteri,; .A. more; ingenious engineering solution 

J;pI..:eoi,t̂n.;-jbliê transition ^i^p_t.f.Bib^%>etwe^ '■
road surface’and grass. - r,t~ats4 - -,
; By working to rule .the verge bank; may be. r-.tsc-olj ■ sloping'- in< places but it 
would be better to vary; in, width^and;gradientg,bo-br'eatS-an. informal-;•''*
appearance. Ease of mowing will also be necessary. .* U. % \

4,The; large elm behind the 'shops is -to be retained7 but; the::lihe-'of kerbs . 
j to. -the service., area,-as. proposed at present appears1 to'ruh; too-close to the 
.tree andmigh-t, damage the; roots 2 ?■ greater-clearance - should-'bes-given. . ' .

itself. has., been, severely lopped and now needs vcareful- balancing 
under;;professional - direction;, to, restore; its : Shape'i ~ * i -;

a©P©c?^en'- forest - trees andr.some';.new:>6LTamps.cqf sitaller - trees are 
.suggested for planting at intervals . The trees in bhec-grCups should 
be allowed to branch Out feely at the bottom, the grass underneath being- 
-rough-cut^ without damaging: the- lower^growthib-Nominal protee'-tion for each 
£group .-should, be given-with/larch;.posts and stranded/wmre As^described in 
:paragr;apiiS;3.A,-5 {.until the. young trees are well established; betweenPbhe
.groups the remainder of the grass would be gang mown;-ih -the'normal way—12“,' . ■ - -



3.E.4 For. the: time" being it is Suggested’' no fonce,-.should; be ;;eie6ted. to -MarqniSA 
■Lane. The. sloping.-bank. will provide a check and an open, front"should be

- ' attractive. VA-AA, ;A ’ 'AA >:AA?A *•,-.* A' - •" ;-'A .. A A : A a
"'oxi.••cohore.t© pos:tsy -as nQt^m^^|y^/e.^d. 3̂ilĝ:<3h 'the-:nprlh 

'A\ A** \ .lead-in to,-.Bridge ‘3 and^illustrated'in Drawing:.ho.h;:should be;;-provided. -‘
between' .the’ ;jp0ad̂ and-\theyh^wl^pl^t'©d-.;g3̂ ujps%of.̂ i:ees.-'ii-.. -. ■ A A :-

3.E.5 Tlie new road" sidelfence to .Marquis Lane .-allotments -; ahduld-.be planted as, i 
• V ... 'des9ribeddihV$>aragraph..^d/$,e^ora4’i hqilieA w^°h do. 'sorweir;:ih.-’this;.

" 1' 'area couid.be included.' A . A  VA •A a A - “ -Ay''/ - : -A. A; "'-A.i ■
..3>E,.6A  . ̂ er.-e.lrn-opposite iTh._e._Fir‘s', , shquidAbeqre^ ..A '

. widening. ...-This. three-storey-buildingitself is-eo-.out. of character \Tith 
■■■•>■■ the area, that the scant: screening: wtooh-thevelm; provides should be

• . supplenented byAadditional - planting1 .; .."The: benefit- of this would be mutual
■■ as it would also shelter the residents from the north'east and supplement 

/ •• A  A-their /screehihg ■froa;;'the;vfac:tory^^ A A - A A  A;-.: 4 ^ ..-A- " A,-
-3.E.-7'" - A- suggested'.layout ,fpr the ...car,.park and for 'landscaping^!,.the new Station 

/ A  ■ i. .-Road ŷ Morqu-is"' Lane. juhQtionAh".ahowi' on~Pl-anAE« *
A:- " •:’■A-.Tf- iŝ hugger-:ted: that the. -ear^tokrihouiy W•islep.^a^^■ f̂TOJ^.the^M'ghw6y b y - 

A_d A " a doubie ’row of. setts' and surfaced with’pea :shingleAAlt- should -be- hedged--- 
A A  . : AandAplan ted as -shown'. AA '.A  A;-,. yA AA-k . A A ------  A  A -;A  . ' 1 .

Avv-A '• A One, of the Limes 'which aomei^iteinAfche aiea:^?rpad^i'ksqwill. jhave-to. be ' 
.-A  ■... felled but -the other -two, will provide usefpl screening andiahould. be

■ ■ ■ PtO-lHi^dAagainst damage-'b^ -work.'-; ■ A.shortAlength of
.. new-'thorn Phedge:. should be plantedv:round:ithe .curve., leading .into Station Road; 

. A to continue the. present hedge and one or two trees planted to continue the j 
A---. '•Jlinti‘pf:‘bi'rohes\^.#t^t‘i.oh- Road. , . - - \ ... ;

.4 '. ' A?"TEDEX 'M ' PLMTIMaAliOFOSnLS _ '
- -  ' ."A Ref.Ro. A  ’ -' A. . A - ’ ' Location. ̂ A A 'A  v  A A aAa-a ...; Section,rr ■ ' - -

A  A Riversid#Athickets -  supplenentary bushes -  ,-.A.' 3.A.3

A  v- dA | S © 5v a : .B&etiî r-yppi3̂ '-;treefs-'-̂ ';newyi7ita£pi:antihg:-''. ;f v <L- .-3.A.4 '
^  ■ A :; Sub- station & Allotments - new Hedge / trees. 3. A. 6

Corner of .Allo-tnents -  copso . :c - 3.4.10.
Playground area - replacements. 3. A. 11

’A'-; 6 Existing: tree's.. in Aerub,. -  .reinforcements 3.3.6

7 A Scrub,: -. replacements; . A •;.; - H 3.B.7

A -A  :,a ^ A a ®sS >4 - Lower Luton ;Road 'verges--: ney/.-planting_ 3.3.12

9 V ditto' - allotments -  Willow/Poplar crops -:;-Ai3.c.4
; A  A  10 . Pickfoid-Aridge - entran'ee:...;toi' walk' .< - ■■ 3*Ci8.
A  . . .' / ii . .. ■ - ditto -■  ruming- water garden 3.C.9
A - f 12 ./ Pinney1 s Meadow. - . if'.E. field; hedge.. 3.D.2-.

ditto a  - Osier replacements 3.D.2



' INDEX/ OF PLANTING PROPOSALS: CONT.'#•'■;
14 Pinney's buildings - supplementary planting 3.R.3
15 ■ Marquis' 'Dane -/heir verge groups'' ' • ' 1 :
16 ditto - ’The Firs,' screening 3.2.6

17 Station Ed# /Marquis Lane JunctionA/CarPark -
Trees, hedging, etc. ' ' ' 3.E.7

:The choice 'arid' combination' of. the:most Suitable species oftrees or’'" 
bushes will - need' careful' consideration in each case..,;, This' will be done 
in' consultation with' the - 'Couktjr 'Ê rids'câ e .*'i±ohi'tectarid“the, Group hope 
to provide the'schedules„ ' v  _ . '
The following are a selection'of some'of the"species suitable to the area 
which can be drawn upons ...... r * ;
Common Name. Botanical Marie' 'a'.' Notes .
Large- Trees ‘
Ash
Horse Chestnut 
COmmeliri Elm ; 
Groeneveld Elm 
Cornish Elm
Wych. Elm 
Norway Maple 
Ejtexd Maple 
Sycamore 
LondonPlane 
Hornbeam 
Durmast Oak x}

Red Oak . . r' 
Walnut
Smaller Trees

Small (201) and 
Aphis-free 
Small chestnut 
Good on chalk

Rowan
White-berried t 
unattractive to birds

3 varieties of 
red and white 
May

Lime TILIA X EUCHLORA
Red Buckeye 
-Whitebeam 
Swedish 
A/hitebeam 
Mountain Ash

AESCULUS PAVIA 
■* r'-SORBHS ARIA MAJESTICA
S.,INTERMEDIA '
S. AUCUPARIA

Japanese ditto-' S. HUPEHEi'TSIS'/ :
Silver Birch 
Golden Ash 
-False Acacia. 
Purple Plum 
Japanese Maple 
Holly 
Elder
Golden Elder 
Hawthorn 
do . 
do

BETULA-: PENDULA '■ '
FRAXINUS ABREA
ROBlNIA- •PSEUBOACACIA FRISIA
PRBNUS PISSARlDII NIGRA
ACER 'PAIMATBMv’-; - "
ILEX AQUIFOLIUM
SAMBUCUS NIGRA ; •
S. CANADENSIS " M eACRATAEGUS OXIACANTEA
C. PRBNIFOLIA
C. COCCINEA , "'-14-

)

FRAXINUS EXCELSIOR.
■ AESCTJLUS FLORE'RLMO ‘ '.V Non-conker
' ■ ULMUS, COIffiELIN V; ‘ . 2 most 'resistant
U. GROENEVELD " ' ' ' , ' to disease
*u.■ ■ CARPiNiFOLiA VARi ' ’'."v- '.J1:.;'„’//
*-CORNUBIENSIS' . ’ ■’ r ' Also resistant •
U. GLABRA . - No sucicers
ACER PLATANOIDES 'Fast growing

■ A. CAMPESTRE - - ; A RRA
A.. PSEUDOPLATANUS Fast growing
PLATANUS ACERIFOLIA’x .
CARPINUS BETULUS ;

' 'QUERCUS- PETRAEA ‘ l; ... ' Less pest'and
disease prone#

Q. BOREALIS ~ ■' Fast growing
JUGLMS REGIA



I
Waterside & low lyingmeadovA trees ?-' can also be used in‘ copses9 
groups, cut to clumps, or pollarded ' ; A: ----

A '-'A Alder:: ’: ' : - ALMS GLUTIHOSA - ;4cAA4 A AA/AA _ .. A-- ■ ' A-A.' ‘
. • -  v :;A v M f e iE A ;  A A, • P0PULUS TRESULA AAAAvAAAuA -A; V y ^ H A j.  •' v - j  

, A-A' BlackAHtpALianA .A ' '4:? ApA^A Â AgA- vv?v .-AA-'-a a 4 4AA-A:%
'> Poplar .

4 4 AA,'; A- A- :Balm:.of: Gilead P. tJILjSAlMSlS:’̂ 7 1’1'AAAAAA 4 4 4- 4 ’
•4A4 '’ ‘ Yvhite Poplar .• AY-;4I4Y A ” - PAA-v a A;-’ •_ AÂ AfAvt--:.; -'4 ;'-"
•' -TV;- - A v - Lombardy Poplar P.. MGM'ITALICA Aj,;;:a 44AA= ' -; ' 4 4  AA-AAA^ 44

. Bat Willow : E B K  X a b O E R U L ^ A U ^ ^  .■ A-'--A :"YV-■--
.- Osier A' S.’/BIINALIS / : -
' “'I?.-' -^%vs>^5:v̂ ai'-.¥i!LloWi - '-S,:GAESEAJ; - Aa A APalMy YPussyAYto^ -Qtn*n -
A:-A \ ; A 7  vfeeping-Willow AgAvoEELIM^ vv:r^J":-:;.'wST:;
'A . ’ white Willow ---7= - 4 4 4 4 = 4  -

' A- A a Hairy Birch ."BETULA.PTTBES’OMS; ...... - V  A A 7  4/ 7
A *' - : A ■ Metasequoia . / - METASEQUOIA GLYPTO 3TR0B0IDES* -A; —  -'.’V -

• Guelder Rose ' A^&tlHilW'-Q^DS ~ A A'-'.A . AA^aAAAA -A
. . yildb^ A a 7 7  -

a 4AA?A ;■? ;tCbhifere - ‘ - . A,"''- 4 4 . 7-7 Av AAA -4,/ -'A I
Leyland's Cypress CUPRESSOCYPiiRTS LEYLAuDII . *" Ay . hardy, fast-growing :;'

. A A. =4 4AiA. gAEawsOn ̂ a =0yprosa ■ CHAM̂ ECyPA]̂ l'E--~ LA¥S0HIAE!A4 ̂Ŷ Uî -A A gA AAA AA - . ;
' A'= 7' ; Swamp Cypress A’ ‘BA^OBI-M: DISlRICHPli A: A ..74 A-’ A AAMnAeVergreen. ' - A

A ■ . Scots Pine 'PL^.EYLYIK^ISA;'' AAVA. .' -A' 4 V AA4A' 7 '; : - A'.aA- ; 1
' 4 4 4 7 CbrsicanPPine ■ A7,^.AUp3^4A A ’-v 4-7-A. A' A A’; 7447- AAAr-•.''A, - | A,

Beach Pine P„ . CONTORTA- L. 7. '' ' - 7 / 4  A4 7 4 A A 4  4 4  I T
- - ' A--Hybrid Larch LjiRIX EDROLEPIS A- ■ ' " Vigorous,Anon-evergreen'

Giant Thuja ; THUJA PLICATA  ̂ • .gA,a-:;V-. -a "y '< .
A' .,;' Yew TAXUS BACCATA ' ' ' .-._a a Dry .or chalky soil ,

 ̂ Metasequoia , AffiTASEQUOIA GLYPTO STROBOIDES "v Hon-evergreen A j Ar

Trees;, bushes, shrubs for hedges or to natiiralise in thickets, ,groups, etc~ ::
. Hornbeam CilRPIMS BETULUS '  ̂ .. -a " : ̂ ' • | a

%̂'HbleL'Maple , ’ ■ ACER CMIPESTRE ; a'A. VA-Aa' - g.
' \ Yew/ - '■ TAMS* BACCSAA'- 'A' ’-:f : A- A-'A. ; 'a •--- ' a;

Hawthorn/Quick .Ĉ TAEGtJH.vOî AĈ 'nHA' •••' /:  ̂ :r
A- ' Holly ■ ; ' ILEXA/iQUIEOLIA; A ' . 1 ;'= A Aj’ A aAA^. ;A A A ; ? - < \ .

A Ivy 4 : ;:Ĥ ERA.;HEL13t' ̂ A.fÂ AA' AA . "A‘ a Ia. A;A •v ’̂ ^AHA A_ '■ 1
- . Sloe ' - PRDMS SPINOSA ■ /-a'Aig ;f=AA._v^AA^Aa aA ; -

 ̂ ; ̂ Ash A" ' A PRiiXIMS EXCELSIOR v'AAa.A;A;? ’vA-a:-AAvApAA . j
; . ■>'•■7-:"' A-- Cotoneaster ' -CO^MASTERAliMGlBA7'A HA AAa AA:; / • \A'aA-A }

A, - A do A . . C. HY13RIDA (ET YAH) A.- ' AAS..-;A: | -
A A A . BroomA a - a A‘ . YYTISUS (YAR) '  ̂ '  ̂ ■ AA' \ A- [-•

 ̂ . Gorse a ,A; ULEX (VAR) 4 ; aAA-' :A . 1 ‘
A Wayfaring Tree ■ YIBBlURJAi LMTiEal A ■' AA^; ̂  ' Dry or chalky i

A./ajA- Guelder Rose ■ A - Ve Opulus - :a a --- 4 4 - - ■. - A' A I
: Dogwood . . CORPUS ilLBA: ’ ; A :- Â Red ' ,A.-; !

do - :- : ;Qy ;STOU0uiiTOAA' 7 Aar - • Yellow v 1 '
: ' ~ A Aspen / “ POPULUSt TREl®iLA - a A"'- :A‘ .  ̂ -A'A: A • a 4, 4 - >

. Hazel . A 4 a:-y-EOUYLUSA;i^]^Aii-A .  ̂. A . ' ' • a ;
AA'.A; .-A . - ' . A do.. A . " e. colurpa-A -A-  ̂ 4. A ; .  ̂• ; f /V
; _ rA 4; - i:;Privet ;y ' - LIGUS.TRUlvr YHLGAREA 4 ; 4 . . 44 f ■ ~

.Spiridleberry A; 4A a A'..-;'-^A4 ;4; . 4 : - 4  4 ■ •-
: A Buckthorn , ■ ■ : HIPP6E f e :RHiMPCiIIffi:s  ̂.."'Z-y. "A/- A--. A ; -
A4.v:444v 4a^r;^ckthern_A. -;EH4MM^ -A.-:--4:A AAA ' a; A'AAa ; A .4 -4 ;; |
; :4;.;; A4v: 44Purging Buckthorn .Eo; EATHARTICA -_4^ ; .A; A- A A. Good in dry soil - s

■ ’’a - AfeAA^AAAA^derA^_ A A; '4.“ '4-7444̂ ^3̂ 34; Â S-T̂ ÂzH-A--.AA'"" 4̂ A.^AAAa A.A..44.4 A4 4 4 A: j



MISCELLANEOUS
Rose’ - *....
Dog Rose 
Ivy
Traveller's Joy 
Bamboo 
Kingcup 
Yellow 3?lag 
Reed Grass 
Reed 
Bulrush 
Reed Mace;.;,- 
Rush . ,
Marsh Sedge

(VAR)' ..........
ROSA CARINA. , ; . .. A
HEDBRA HELIX (VAH) V. 
CLEMATIS VITALBA 
SINARURDIR1RIA HITIDA(VAA): 
CALTHA PALUSTRIS ■
IRIS PSEUBACORUS -
DIGRAPHIS ARUHDIRACEA ■:. .. 
■ARUHDO PHRAGMITES. - 
S CIRRUS LACUSTRIS .. r-.

, TYPIiA LATIFOLlA •.
(VAR) -E ~ LA,...
CAREX PALUDOSAa-h ' . -

Marsh'Marigold

C all ed 1 Bulrush.*
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PLAN :
3. A.4

3. A. 2

Upper Lea Valley Group's 2nd. Interim Report

CENTRAL AREA STUDY 

■SUPPLEMENT - -JULY 1972

Report on visit to site of Mr.Norman clazke,
County Landscape Architect, July 13th,1972.

In general Mr .Clarke accepts the Report and, where there is 
no comment in the notes which follow, his general agreement 
with the proposals can he assumed.
He §ave one general warning against too much 'tidying u p 1 ' 
(clearance of 'scrub1', undergrowth,-etc.) and re-emphasised
the point made in the Report that the area is nearer to nat­
ural countryside than to an urban park. Aerial photographs 
support this view. Conservation work which is undertaken 
should reinforce this country character.
The following.notes record his comments during an inspection 
of the site on July 13th in company with two members of the 
Upper- Lea Valley Group.
THROUGH WALK (Railway‘land)

■2 Access to track at south end of Marquis Lane (adjoining 
bridge over 'Sewer L a n e 1s
Flights of sleeper steps, some rough levelling-out to form 
paths and landings and some surfacing to prevent mud-spots 
developing in wet west her are required.
Encroachment down the track towards the.‘sewage works, should 
be kept to the mimumum when providing any access road which ■ 
may be required to the sewage works land which is to he 
developed for light industrial purposess the railway track 
and banks at this point have a very high amenity value.
Wrexham W a v s It. is suggested Harpenden Council should con­
sider including a condition in any Agreement with adjoining 
owners as to t h a  sale of-small parts of the railway land, 
for the protection, preservation, or replacement of any 
mature trees.forming part of the screening of the hanks. '

Beeching .Close; Newly-planted SUDG trees- and shrubs which 
will' form part of the walk when mature n e e d  maintenance and 
weeding; regularly. -

. MARQUIS LANE ,ALLOTMENTS &  PLAYING FIELD.
Rescue newly-planted trees with minimal clearance of under­
growth.
After roughly levelling path, surface with-rolled-in hoggin: 
i t  can, he re-dressed when necessary.

«X,



3,A»-8«0-lO • Clear out over-grown riverside fence as far tack as tree t 
clump behind sand-pit; level off ground, grade bank and 
encourage a mown sward down to the river's edge. Cut out the 
river bank at the right-angled bend to form a wider basin. 
Reduce the extent to'Which the proposed copse sticks out into 
the- Playing Field. Mow,from Marquis Lane, the Playing Field 
will be seen to run down into the' river near the allotment 
corners an attractive view of the water -will be opened up-.

3,A* 13 By extending the planting of the Play Area, as prpposed in. j
the Report, up the f ield, towards Marquis Lane, and by intro'e--.. 
ducing the verge-side clumps along Marquis Lane, the whole • t 
fie&d will become more interesting. - .- *. j:

3.A, 11 Thin out osiers by paddling beach-. The three large bat.
willows have a limited life,- but-leave alone.. Tidy up the
osiers, to the west. Consider Alders for interplanting, and 
in proposed copse.

3.-A-.14 Possibly extend the timber-pile, treatment specified for the 
dam around the far side of the paddling area. This should' 
prevent mud filtering through from- the. natural growth in the. 
3 swamp1 beyond. .. .
Widen the channel o f  the watercress, stream up to the foot­
bridge to encourage free flowing stream.

..Plan B„ SCRUB & LOWER LUTOM.ROAR VERGES.
3.B.13 Regular mowing seems to have lapsed under the Poplars. A

large clump of dogwood planted .or, the river--bank behind, the 
' Poplars would be attractive.

Plan C . l o w e r ; LOTOS R OAR .ALLOTMENTS.
3.C.3 Black pGLast.ic~ooated square-section tubular metal uprights ... 7|.

and black plastic-coated chain-link fencing is the most self4 !
: . effacing form of security fencing where thisis. unavoidable» j

‘3.0.4 .Good grower's Bat Willow .stock (e.g.Sutcljffs* s) should be
used for commercial cropping, as distinct from slips used to 
pro-ride, screening trees.

Plan D. P M B Y ' S  MEADOW
-3 .D.1 Remind TJDO that nettles, and thistles- need cutting

3.D-.2 Proposed groups of newly planted trees will need strong pro­
tective fencing while grazing continues. -

leave- thorn hedge between -iMeadow and Playing’ Field while the 
use continues. X ‘

FLAM E . MARQUIS LAME WXDENIMS
3.E.2 Large elm in. poor state but leave alone as long as possible 

and. rely on. new trees to take over in time.;
3 »E.3 -Select specimen trees.to introduces greys and other colour 

variations- into over-all green-nesS of present landscape
3.E.4 Open front to Playing Field creates At good village green

atmospheres confine .planting t„o smalliclumps as suggested inO
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•'A. A  :P »Z 5  

'A A':P«1©

.There is a strong case f o r b u y i n g  semi-mature trees for A . .' Air
"pTanhtrgbAnythe ne w " positions roxind - the - car park- a r e a , A A ; , ;ij.

$£x ground 'ieyel us'; raised -around any o f . v 7 A A f
the -exiistingAtreoa acdo:unAAo.C road^orkSj, AiiA the -areaA.; Ajj; 
around "base ■ with, large' gauge, rejeeha to.. jmihtaih yenbilahiohAi 
and mo is thro pex^hratioh oyerArbof area, and; prevent'.the--'A
■suffocation .ofAthAlreeA A  . A ; - ' ; „ a A, . . ", -A'- a--.-,'A'’ A'--

IllDEX OF :f

Silver ABiroh
OMIT\ Purple APlxim^™.-,
. OMIT M e t a s e q u o d a - ^  
'.OMHEi Swamp'O'ypreiss:-^.As e-the.- S omsioxl.; B;,roora- wp - CA-v-v '-A t-o av-v >■'‘"''AA - '
BaJohoo. iS ‘ not. native'.-

u n s u i t a b l e '  f o r  'snrajnp^ ̂ © w a * ' use,* .2 #  •• 
ifcy:heat!/gra& & ty.sand - situations onlyoufcAof -characterA •• .• A AA7. ■- A . 1 d it t o  r .-.A’J-;/ A :r-Au %AA A ' -A A'A a A. A A  : a t t t 6



- A . MARQUiS l a n e  ALLOTMENTS GARDENS;
... & PLAYING FIELD- ... -

B SCRUB - & LOUDER. LUTON RO AD VERGES ' 
C,;: LOWER LUTON ROAD ALLOTMENT GARDENS

- D ' ■'EIMEY^S'MEADOW- v - ' / ' - .'
E - MARQUIS -LANE, WIDENING ‘ ■:: '

KEY

exist ing.trees f as Landscape Survey) 
new trees, bushes, etc.

N bat willows (1st crop) 
-■ ditto

I— -I new' f ence

hedge reinforced by fence-
'WiVINa# ;newv'hedging.
r : ')}' areas left. to naturalise a -' 

'■ further season

areas to be prepared for
'later planting
'protected' planting - *

grass walk's, public ' access, ‘etc .

existing deep bore, springs 
litter bins .

MARCH 19-72 .




